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Purpose of RFI

Christ to rediscover and restore its biblical heritage and es-

pecially its first century roots and foundations in Christ, the
apostles, and the earliest believers for faith, fellowship and prac-
tice, has prompted RFI to establish a trans-denominational associ-
ation of ministers, ministries and churches to assist in bringing
people together for meaningful fellowship, dialogue and coopera-
tion. We respect, value and appreciate the efforts of all churches
and wish to network with them for Christ-honoring purposes.

]l 2 ESTORATION: The renewed interest throughout the body of

rum, for ministries and congregations to be networked to-

gether for mutual promotion, support and celebration. This
allows for creativity, latitude and autonomy within ministries and
congregations. We believe this to be the first century New Testa-
ment model.

1 ELLOWSHIP: In essence RFI provides an umbrella, or fo-

ternational network of ministers, ministries and congregations

that have a common interest in working together to advance
the gospel of Christ and His restoration work within the church in
our generation.

] NTERNATIONAL: It is our purpose to build and maintain an in-

Vision / Mission
Vision: Our Vision Statement is three-dimensional. We seek to assist
the body of Christ in —
e Restoring the individual through Christ and to growth in Christ.

e Restoring and building godly homes and marriages through
the biblical model.

e Restoring, practicing and celebrating the New Testament or-
der of the Judeo-Christian faith of Christ, the apostles and the
earliest believers, through praise, worship and service.

Mission: Our Mission is —

e To proclaim the Gospel and Lordship of Jesus Christ to all
mankind.

e To provide New Testament ministry and discipleship for all be-
lievers.

e To assist in networking the body of Christ together for authen-
tic biblical fellowship and mutual cooperation.

Business Information:

Restoration Fellowship International and its offices are officially incorporated in the State
of Tennessee. RFl is also a non-profit organization with a 501 ( ¢) (3) IRS designation.
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2:5-18 is
the New
Testa-

ment re-

the First
Testa-
ment
Law of
the Kins-
man Re-
deemer,
fulfilled in perfection by Christ Jesus
as humankind’s Kinsman Redeem-
er. Because of the language con-
struct of Hebrews
chapter ten, | have
personally come to
believe that the Book
of Hebrews was most
likely authored by the
Apostle Paul, with his
most excellent apos-
tolic anointing and
ingenious abilities of
weaving together and
contrasting the Old Testament cove-
nant and the New Testament cove-
nant reality in Jesus the Messiah.
When taken within the context of
Leviticus 25 and the Book of Ruth,
the verses in Hebrews chapter two
are written masterfully.

Dr. John A. Looper
Executive Director
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Hebrews

flection of

The question demands a clear an-
swer: what did Christ fully redeem for
us? | propose that he accomplished
five significant things for his adamic
near kinsmen. 1.) Sin; 2.) Land; 3.)
Marriage; 4.) Children; 5.) Eternity.
You might ask, why these five
things? The answer is that these
were the requirements of the Torah,
the Prophets, and the Father in
Heaven. These things were explicitly
set forth as the redemptive vision for
the Adamic Race, created in Elo-
him’s image and likeness, whom the
Father loved! Redemption is always
about buying back something that

Redemption is always about buying back some-
thing that has been leveraged, lost, or left hope-
less. Such things always necessitate a redeemer
with the legal right to do so. In other words, the
redeemer had to have two types of authority—
both judicial right and divine right.

has been leveraged, lost, or left
hopeless. Such things always neces-
sitate a redeemer with the legal right
to do so. In other words, the redeem-
er had to have two types of authori-
ty—both judicial right and divine
right.

The DNA mapping of the races
of humanity, by means of the
Genome Project, anthropologists
have now surmised that the history
books will have to be rewritten-
stating there is only one race (with
various distinctions), because all
humans are 99.9% identical. One
premier scientist has now publicly
intimated that all humans may
have come from one just one set
of original parents. The more men
research the natural origins of
mankind and the natural world, the
more they come face to face with
the eternal power of God_our Crea-
tor.

In Hebrews
chapter two, the
subtle transition
between the first
Adam and his
progeny and that
of the second
man Adam, Mes-
siah, can easily
be overlooked. Let’s follow closely
the words of this passage, begin-
ning with verse five, which are ref-
erenced to passages from the Te-
NaKh. “For He did not put the
coming world under angels, about
which we speak, but one fully
testified somewhere, saying,



‘What is man, that You are mindful
of him; or the son of man, that
You look upon him? You made
him a little less than the angels;
You crowned him with glory and
honor; and ‘You set him over the
works of Your hands. You
subjected all things under his
feet.” Psa. 8:4-6 For in order to
subject all things under him, He left
nothing not subjected to him. But
now we do not yet see all things
being subject to him.” (LITV)

It is very clear from Genesis 1:26-28,
that he gave dominion over all things
on earth to Adam (male and female
created he Adam) who he created
lower than the angels. Why, after the
fall of Adam and Eve,
did their descendants
no longer possess all
things fully subject to
them? The answer is sin
and the death that came
by sin and the rulership
of the earth--sin, death,
land. Psa. 19; Psa.37:1.
These things mankind
could never conquer
without a perfect
kinsman redeemer to
satisfy God’s justice and
freedom from the capital
offence of sin and
death. The Lord did not
designate angels as heirs of the age
to come, but humanity itself. In my
personal view, the LORD Elohim,
through Messiah, would redeem a
remnant of Jews and Gentiles to
replace the one-third of the angels
that fell from heaven in Lucifer’s
rebellion. Revelation 12

“ ... but we do see Jesus crowned
with glory and honor because of
the suffering of death was made a
little less than the angels, so that
by the grace of God He might
taste of death for all. For it was
fitting for Him, because of whom are
all things, and through whom are all
things, having brought many sons to
glory, to perfect Him as the Author of
their salvation through

sufferings. For both the One
sanctifying and the ones being
sanctified are all of one; for which
cause He is not ashamed to call
the brothers, saying, "I will
announce Your name to My
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brothers; | will hymn to You in the
midst of the assembly." Psa.

22:22 And again, "l will be trusting on
Him." Isa. 8:17 And again, "Behold, |
and the children whom God gave to
Me." Isa. 8:18

Let’s follow the transition, the
Messiah was to come as the elder
brother of humanity, that through his
efficacious atonement, he might be
the means whereby the Father would
adopt many sons and daughters into
the family of heaven and earth. So
the one who redeems humankind
sanctifies us as being one with him
and the Father as his children. John
17 We are set apart from our sins
and consecrated unto the Lord as his
adopted children and heirs according

Messiah Jesus was resurrected to redeem by
the marriage of the “New Birth” and a “New
Covenant” both Jew and Gentile into “One

New Man” Romans 7:1-4; Ephesians 2:11-22.

Most Christians are unaware that the New

Testament is a judicial marriage covenant, as
part one, which will be consummated when

we put on immortality to be with him and like

him for ever as his bride, part two!

to the promise Gal. 3:29 We are the
heirs of salvation, eternity, the
earth and of a new heaven and
new earth where time will be no
more. You see, the Father could
have killed us all and started over,
but his incomprehensible love would
not allow him to do so in that he was
willing to allow his one and only Son
to take on humanity and reconcile
Adam unto himself. This is too
great for me!

Since the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, in like manner He
Himself also shared the same
things, that through death He
might cause to cease the one
having the power of death, that is,
the devil; and might set these free,
as many as by fear of death were
subject to slavery through all the
lifetime to live. For indeed He does
not take hold of angels, "but He
takes hold of" "the seed of Abra-
ham." Isa. 41:8, 9 For this reason He

should by all means to become
like His brothers, that He might
become a merciful and faithful
high priest in the things respect-
ing God, in order to make propitia-
tion for the sins of His people. Forin
what He has suffered, being tried, He
is able to help those being tried.
Jesus the Messiah was not a
phantom, an angel or the highest
order of some created being, he
was both fully God and fully man
at the same time. He had a human
will and a divine will. He had a
human spirit and the divine Spirit
conjointly. In every way and every
thing was he tempted and tested like
as we. He tasted the human
maladies of every kind—sickness,
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes and the pride of
life, yet without sin.
Before his death he
declared--“for the
prince of this world
cometh and hath
nothing in me.” John
14:30. He did this so
that as our Mediator in
heaven he could be a
compassionate High
Priest, after the Order
of Melchizedek.
Psa.110

Since the spiritual and
the mortal death of Adam severed
his covenant with the Father, also,
Abraham’s seed, Israel (who were
married to God the Father at Sinai)
became severed from their marriage
covenant by the death of Christ on
the cross. Messiah Jesus was resur-
rected to redeem by the marriage of
the “New Birth” and a “New Cove-
nant” both Jew and Gentile into “One
New Man” Romans 7:1-4; Ephesians
2:11-22. Most Christians are una-
ware that the New Testament is a
judicial marriage covenant, as part
one, which will be consummated
when we put on immortality to be
with him and like him for ever as
his bride, part two!

We find in Leviticus 25, and in the
great story of Boaz and Ruth, as rec-
orded in the Book of Ruth, why Je-
sus had to become a near kinsman
to have the divine right to redeem the
Adamic Race. This is the Lord’s
incomprehensible love!
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The question of whether Jesus was a
created being has been a topic of the-
ological debate for centuries. Accord-
ing to mainstream Christian doctrine,
Jesus is not a created being. Instead,
He is considered to be fully divine and
eternal, co-existing with God the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit as part of the
Holy Trinity.

However, there was a historical belief
known as Arianism, named after Arius,
a priest from the early fourth century.
Arius taught that Jesus was created by
God as the first act of creation and that
He was not eternal or divine in the
same way as God the Father. This
view was eventually denounced as
heresy by the early Christian church.

In contrast, the orthodox Christian be-
lief is that Jesus is both fully God and
fully human. This belief is based on
biblical references and the under-
standing that Jesus' human limitations
do not affect His divine nature or eter-
nality.

The Apostle John, is his writings, is
clearly convinced of the deity of Messi
ah. He opens his account of the Mes-
siah with clear evidence of his convic-
tion, which is significant, he was a
close companion, personal friend and
servant of Christ. He wrote his convic-
tions and skillfully explained the divini-
ty of Christ: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
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and the Word was God” (John 1:1).

John repeats himself in John 1: 2, “He
was in the beginning with God"—While
this would seem to be a repeat of what
was said in the previous verse; John in
a classical Jewish mode of writing
stated it over again to avert the
possibility of a misunderstanding and
to put emphasis on the importance of
the statement. John had previously
said that He existed before the
creation, and that He was “with God;”
by repeating in this verse he
emphasizes the concept that a divine
union existed within God—confirming
in this union the Word existed, John
further expresses this concept by say,
“No one has seen God at any time.
The only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him” (John 1: 18, emphasis mine).
John’s expressions develop the con-
cept of the complex unity of the God-
head and assures us that this union
was not one which was inaugurated in
time, like that between any other be-
ings, but was one which existed in
eternity, and which was therefore a
union of the divine nature.

John had good reason to believe this,
the Messianic prophecies pointed to a
part of the complex unity becoming
human, especially those from Isaiah.
Mathew, also a writer of the divine
revelation, had the same
understanding of the Immanuel
concept, “So all this was done that it

might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet,

saying: ‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN
SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR
A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS
NAME IMMANUEL,’ which is
translated, ‘God with us.”” (Matt. 1: 22-
23). What we might term the Holy Trini-
ty is a statement of the one God. The
word trinity does not appear in the Bi-
ble, the most informative Name of God
is the Hebrew word for God—Yahweh.
Yahweh is clearly seen as a complex
unity with distinct workings
(manifestations) of the Godhead shar-
ing one divine nature. Itis important to
remain careful not to fall into the false
notion of tri-theist—the idea of three
different Gods. In the beginning, the
one God (Yahweh) Creates the Uni-
verse.

In John 1: 3, we have an expression of
the divine authority and power of the
Person of the WORD: “All things were
made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made that was made.”
This statement settles forever the
argument that Christ was a created
being like the angels or humans. The
false doctrine of Arianism is clearly
dismantled in the statement that “all
things” were made through Christ. The
Divine nature and eternal existence of
the Word, is evident from His efficacy
in the creation of “all things” including
the world: what the Apostle John here
calls “all things,” the author in Hebrews
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1:2, calls “the worlds;” and Paul

in Colossians 1:16, stresses the same
by saying, “all things that are in heaven
and earth, visible and invisible;” and
what Moses calls, “the heaven and the
earth...” These were all made through
the “Word” (see Psa. 33: 6; 1Cor. 8:6;
Eph. 3:9; Heb. 1:2, Heb. 1:10-12, Heb.
11: 3; 2Pet. 3: 5).

What Did Jesus Say Concerning
Himself

It is obvious that Jesus sees Himself in
a divine connection with God the Fa-
ther in John 10:30, “/ and the Father
are one.” We simply need to look at the
Jewish leaders response to His state-
ment to know He was claiming to be
God. They desired to stone Him for this
very reason: “...you, being a Man,
make Yourself God.” (John 10:33).
These Jewish leaders understood ex-
actly what Jesus was claiming—He
was deity. When Jesus declared, “/ and
the Father are one,” He was stating
that He and the Father are of one na-
ture and essence. John 8:58 is another
example—Jesus declared, “I tell you
the truth ... before Abraham was born,
I am!” This is a reference to Exodus
3:14 when God revealed Himself as the
“I AM.” Additionally, Jesus in His priest-
ly prayer said, “And now, O Father,
glorify Me together with Yourself, with
the glory which | had with You before
the world was” (John 17: 5).

The Divine Nature of the Messiah
according to Prophecy

“For a child will be born to us, a son will
be given to us; and the government will
rest on His shoulders; and His name
will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of
Peace. There will be no end to the in-
crease of His government or of peace,
on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and righteousness from
then on and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will accomplish
this” (Isa. 9:6-7).

Isaiah, the messianic prophet, offered
this written prophecy some seven hun-
dred years before Jesus was born. In
agreement with other First Testament
prophecies, the recurring theme of the
Messiah’s kingly rule is reiterated here,
‘the government shall rest upon his
shoulders....There will be no end to the
increase of his government or of peace
on the throne of David and over his
kingdom...” The ancient rabbis also
interpreted this passage as messianic:

ISSUE #8

“The prophet saith to the house of Da-
vid, A child has been born to us, a son
has been given to us; and he has taken
the law upon himself to keep it, and his
name has been called from of old,
Wonderful counsellor, Mighty God, He
who lives forever, the Anointed one (or
Messiah), in whose days peace shall
increase upon us” (The Targum of Isai-
ah, J.F. Stenning, Editor and Translator
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1949), p. 32).

Indeed, this prophecy reveals another
astounding fact concerning the identity
and nature of the Messiah. Though
human—*“a child is born, a son is giv-
en"—He would also be God Himself.
One of his names, “the Mighty God,”
indicates that he would have a divine
nature. The term “mighty God” is the
Hebrew phrase El gibbor. It is a direct
title of deity attributed to the Messiah.

This prophecy additionally teaches us
that the Messiah would be called Won-
derful Counsellor, Eternal Father and
Prince of Peace. The Messiah would
be the most unique man to ever live,
possessing two natures—one human
and one divine—all in one extraordi-
nary person. This sets the Messiah
apart from all created beings.

The Principle of the First Born

The New Testament uses the principle
of the “First Born” to describes Christ
on several occasions. Indeed, in an
earthly sense, Jesus is the firstborn
son (see Luke 2:7), and He was dedi-
cated according to the law (see Luke
2:22-24). Spiritually, Jesus is the
“firstborn among many brothers and
sisters”in the body of Christ (Romans
8:29). The apostle Paul writes, “The
Son is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn over all creation” (Col.
1:15). This use of the title “firstborn” for
Christ is in the spirit of the wording

of Psalm 89:27-29, where God says of
King David, “And I will appoint him to
be my firstborn, the most exalted of the
kings of the earth. | will maintain my
love to him forever, and my covenant
with him will never fail. | will establish
his line forever, his throne as long as
the heavens endure.” While David was
the seventh born son of his family, God
announced the principle of the
“Firstborn” on him, which allows special
authority and privilege in the sight of
God.

In the book of Hebrews, this principle is
well established, Christ is “heir of all
things” (see Hebrews 1:2) and God’s
“firstborn into the world” (Hebrews 1:6).

Just as King David received the posi-
tion of the firstborn son is head over
his earthly family, Jesus Christ is head
of the body of Christ—the church (see
Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians

1:18, Hebrews 2:10-12). Just as the
firstborn son receives the greatest in-
heritance from his father, Jesus Christ
receives the world as His inheritance.
God says to His Son, “Only ask, and |
will give you the nations as your inher-
itance, the whole earth as your posses-
sion” (Psalm 2:8).

As a point of clearing up any misunder-
standing, the term “firstborn” in relation
to Jesus does not suggest in any form
or way that He is a created being. The
Son of God has existed for all eternity
along with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. Jesus existed before any act of
creation and is fully God (John 1:1-3).
Jesus “being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal with
God,” He took on the “form of a bond-
servant,” that is a human for the pur-
pose of sacrifice (Philp. 2:5-11) so that
He could become our Savior and to
serve as the Mediator between human-
kind and God (see 1 Timothy 2:5).
When Scripture refers to Christ as the
“firstborn,” the message is that Christ’s
supremacy, sovereignty, and priority
extend over all things and all other be-
ings.

Final Thought

While Jesus may be regarded in high
esteem by Muslims, Mormons, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, and other theological
beliefs, those religious groups hold the
position that Jesus was a created be-
ing. It is Christianity’s affirmation of the
complete deity of Christ, the Jewish
Messiah, and His uncreated divine na-
ture that makes Christianity distinctive
from other religions and philosophies.
Assorted world religions may agree on
some issues concerning the Jewish
Messiah, the answer to the question
“who is Jesus Christ?” quickly sepa-
rates those who adhere to biblical
truths from those who do not.

Jeffery D.
Hamm, Ph.D.,
and his wife
Trella live in
Pocahontas,
Arkansas, where [isl
he pastors Great
Harvest Church
in Pocahontas, Arkansas. He is
also Vice-President of Restora-
tion Fellowship International.
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Yohanadan Salamanca,

Una de mis fiestas biblicas favoritas
es Purim, porque la historia detras
de esta celebracion es verdadera-
mente colorida y cautivante. De he-
cho, podria ser el guion para una
gran pelicula de accién y suspenso
que mantendria al publico sentado a
orillas de su silla hasta la ultima es-
cena.

Para aquellos que quizas no estén
muy familiarizados con los detalles
de Purim, voy a resumirles la histo-
ria, y luego haré unas aplicaciones
para nuestra vida diaria. Sin embar-
go, seria mucho mas provechoso
para usted si leyese la historia direc-
tamente de la Biblia — no sera de-
cepcionado.

Hace 2,500 afios, el rey Asuero
(Jerjes) reinaba sobre el vasto impe-
rio antiguo de Persia. El imperio
constaba de 127 provincias, y se ex-
tendia desde lo que es hoy dia India
hasta Etiopia. Durante el tercer afo
de su reinado, decidio hacer un gran
banquete de 180 dias en la ciudad
capital de Susa, e invit6é a todos sus
principes, nobles, oficiales y lideres
militares. Extendiendo la fiesta otra
semana mas, hizo luego llamar a su
reina Vasti para que apareciera con
su corona y ropa real delante del
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pueblo. Ella rehusé ir, y el rey enton-
ces la expulso6 del reino.

Deseando el rey otra reina, sus ayu-
dantes decidieron buscar a la mujer
mas bella de entre el reino en susti-
tucion a Vasti. Trabajaba en el pala-
cio un hombre judio de nombre Mar-
doqueo, el cual habia sido llevado
cautivo a Babilonia por el anterior rey
Nabuco donosor. Mardoqueo tenia
una prima de nombre Hadasa, quien
habia quedado huérfana, y la habia
criado como a su propia hija. Hada-
sa, o Ester, era extremadamente be-
lla, y cuando Mardoqueo supo que
estaban buscando una reina, le sugi-
rié que compitiera en el gran
“concurso de belleza.” Ella fue acep-
tada como candidata, ademas de
otras tantas, y a cada una le brinda-
ron 12 meses de tratamiento espe-
cial con perfumes y aceites de belle-
za. Ester era la favorita de todos, y
cuando fue llevada ante el rey, ella
también hallé gracia delante de sus
0jos, y la seleccion6 como su nueva
reina. Poco tiempo después, dos de
los guardas reales planeaban asesi-
nar al rey, pero el plan fue descubier-
to por Mardoqueo, y aviso al rey por
medio de Ester.

Confirmaron que era cierto, ejecuta-
ron a ambos guardias, y el asunto
quedo registrado en los anales del
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rey. Durante ese tiempo, el rey
Asuero nombré a Aman, un amale-
cita, como jefe de todos los princi-
pes. Este exigia que todos le hicie-
ran reverencia, pero dia tras dia
Mardoqueo rehusaba rendirle ho-
menaje, lo cual llend de ira a
Aman. Le informaron que Mardo-
queo era judio, y decididé no sélo
destruirlo a él, sino al pueblo judio
completo que se encontraba en
Persia.

Aman convenci6 al rey de que ha-
bia un pueblo en su reino que era
obstinado y peligroso, y que tenia
que ser destruido. Sin decir cual

era ese pueblo, Aman ofrecio diez
mil talentos de plata a la tesoreria

El rey dio su permiso, y echaron
suertes (o ‘purim’ en el idioma de
ellos) para saber en qué mes y ano
deberian poner en accion el funes-
to plan de exterminar a todos los
judios. La suerte cayo en el dia 13
del mes de Adar, y Aman promulgé
un decreto para que ese dia todo
ciudadano en el imperio matara a
sus vecinos judios.

Cuando Mardoqueo supo del plan,
se vistid de cilicio y ceniza en senal
de luto por la sentencia que ame-
nazaba a su pueblo. Ester se ente-
ré del luto que llevaba Mardoqueo,



y envi6 preguntarle la razon por su
llanto y dolor.

Mardoqueo le contd lo que estaba a
punto de acontecer, y le pidié que
intercediera por el pueblo delante del
rey. Pero ver al rey no era cosa sen-
cilla. Aun la esposa tenia que espe-
rar a que el rey la mandase a buscar.
Si se aparecia ante el rey sin su per-
miso, le esperaba una muerte inme-
diata, a menos que el rey levantara
su cetro en senal de aceptacion. Pe-
ro Mardoqueo le exhorté que lo in-
tentara, diciéndole: “; quién sabe que
si para esta hora has llegado al
reino?” (Est. 4:14). Ester decidio co-
rrer el riesgo, y pidio que todo el
pueblo judio estuviese orando y ayu-
nando por ella.

Al tercer dia fue a ver el rey. Cuando
la vio, levantd su cetro en indicacion
de que podia acercarse. Ella lo invitd
a una cena especial, junto a Aman,
quien se sinti6 enormemente alaga-
do por haber sido invitado a una ce-
na privada con el rey y la reina. Lue-
go del banquete, el rey estaba tan
contento que le ofrecié a Ester hasta
la mitad de su reino. Sin embargo,
Ester simplemente invité al rey y a
Aman para otra cena la proxima no-
che, y le dijo que entonces le res-
ponderia.

Mientras Aman salia del palacio esa
noche, vio al despreciado Mardo-
queo que no le queria rendir home-
naje. Se sinti6 tan enfurecido, que
cuando llegé a su casa construy6
una horca para colgarlo alli al dia
siguiente. No queria tener que verlo
otro dia mas.

Sin embargo, esa misma noche el
rey no podia dormir, y pidié que le
trajesen sus anales reales. Descu-
brié que nunca habia recompensado
a Mardoqueo por haberle advertido
del complot para asesinarlo. Al dia
siguiente, el rey llamé a Aman. Sin
decirle a quién pensaba honrar, le
pregunté qué podia hacer para de-
mostrar su aprecio y favor especial.
Aman creia que se referiaa él, y le
respondid: “Para el varén cuya honra
desea el rey, traigan el vestido real
de que el rey se viste, y el caballo en
que el rey cabalga, y la corona real
que esta puesta en su cabeza; y den
el vestido y el caballo en mano de
alguno de los principes mas nobles
del rey, y vistan a aquel varon cuya
honra desea el rey, y llévenlo en el
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caballo por la plaza de la ciudad, y
pregonen delante de él: Asi se hara
al varén cuya honra desea el

rey” (Ester 6: 7-9).

Le agradé la sugerencia al rey, y or-
dend que hiciera eso mismo con
Mardoqueo. jCuanta humillacién sin-
tié al tener que honrar al hombre que
tanto odiaba! Esa noche en el ban-
quete, Ester le conto al rey que al-
guien planeaba destruirla junto con
todo el pueblo judio del imperio, in-
clusive Mardoqueo. El rey se enojé
grandemente, y le pregunté quién
era ese hombre. Ester le contesto:
“...El enemigo y adversario es este
malvado Aman” (Ester 7:6). El rey
salié apresurado de la sala del ban-
quete para pensar qué deberia hacer
con Aman. Cuando regreso, hallé a
Aman sobre la reina Ester imploran-
do su piedad, y penso que la estaba
atacando. En ese momento, uno de
los asistentes informé al rey acerca
de la horca que Aman habia prepa-
rado para Mardoqueo, y el rey orde-
no colgar alli a Aman.

Aunque el rey no podia revocar el
primer edicto, dio permiso para que
el pueblo judio se defendiera de sus
enemigos a nivel de todo el reino.
Entreg6 todas las propiedades de
Aman a Ester, y elevé a Mardoqueo
a la posicion de Aman en su corte. El
14 del mes de Adar, “...en cada pro-
vincia y en cada ciudad donde llegd
el mandamiento del rey, los judios
tuvieron alegria y gozo, banquete y
dia de placer” (Ester 8:17).

Purim no es simplemente una histo-
ria vieja de mas de 2,500 afios. Tie-
ne relevancia hoy dia, aun para los
cristianos. Veamos qué podemos
aprender los cristianos:

LECCION #1: EL ANTISEMITISMO
SE ENCUENTRA EN TODAS PAR-
TES

La primera leccion que podemos
aprender de la fiesta de Purim es
que existe una tendenciainherente
en los seres humanos para odiar y
confabularse contra el pueblo judio.
Este es uno de los malesmas extra-
fos y persistentes de la humanidad,
y es tan antiguo como la Biblia mis-
ma. Casi todas lascivilizaciones han
sido infectadas con el nefasto anti-
judaismo o antisemitismo, tanto anti-
guas como modernas. Se ha mani-
festado a través de incontables fa-

raones egipcios, desquiciados reyes
como Herodes y crueles déspotas
como Hitler. {Se puede observar en
paises donde ni siquiera existen los
judios!

Parece que el pecado del antisemi-
tismo, el espiritu de Amalec, es una
condicion creada en las mismas en-
tranas del infierno, y se difunde en
cada sociedad de todas las épocas.
La razon para este odio sobrena-
tural hacia los judios es la relacion
especial que tienen con Dios. Pero el
diablo no ha logrado destruir al pue-
blo judio. Si lo hubiese hecho hace
2000 afios, hubiera evitado la llega-
da de Jesus el Mesias como Salva-
dor del mundo. Aun hoy, dado que
todavia son especial ante los ojos de
Dios (Zac. 2:8), son objeto de ataque
extraordinario, al igual que lo son
muchos cristianos en ciertas partes
del mundo. Las fuerzas satanicas
siempre procuran destruir la obra de
Dios.

Sin embargo, el brazo de Dios no se
ha acortado, y finalmente ejecutara
Su juicio contra aquellos que persi-
guen a Su pueblo. Cuando Dios hizo
Su pacto con Abraham, lo que in-
cluia la tierra de Israel, le dijo:
“Bendeciré a los que te bendijeren, y
a los que te maldijeren maldeci-

re” (Gén. 12:3).

Muchas naciones se han encontrado
en las paginas del olvido por haber
perseguido a Israel. Uno de esos
primeros protagonistas fue la antigua
nacion de Amalec, quien fue inmise-
ricorde con los israelitas mientras
atravesaban el desierto. El Sefor
ordend a Moisés que borrara total-
mente la memoria de Amalec una
vez se establecieran en la tierra:
“Acuérdate de lo que hizo Amalec
contigo en el camino, cuando salias
de Egipto; de cdmo te salio al en-
cuentro en el camino, y te desbarato
la retaguardia de todos los débiles
que iban detras de ti, cuando tu esta-
bas cansado y trabajado; y no tuvo
ningun temor de Dios. Por tanto,
cuando Jehova tu Dios te dé descan-
so de todos tus enemigos alrededor,
en la tierra que Jehova tu Dios te da
por heredad para que la poseas, bo-
rraras la memoria de Amalec de de-
bajo del cielo; no lo olvides” (Deut.
25:17-19).

En otras palabras, los israelitas de-
bieron haber destruido esa malvada
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nacion por completo, pero no lo hi-
cieron. Tristemente, la semilla fisica
y espiritual de Amalec parece haber
sobrevivido hasta hoy dia. Todavia
arde en los amalecitas el antiguo
odio hacia el Pueblo del Pacto, y
constantemente estan tratando de
tornar la opinién mundial en su con-
tra.

Algunos afios mas tarde, el rey Saul
también fue dado esa encomienda,
pero desobedecio, y Amalec
(descendiente del primero) sobrevi-
vio. Leemos en 1 Samuel 15:17b-19:
“...Aunque eras pequefio en tus pro-
pios 0jos, ¢,no has sido hecho jefe de
las tribus de Israel, y Jehova te ha
ungido por rey sobre Israel? Y Jeho-
va te envié en mision y dijo: Ve, des-
truye a los pecadores de Amalec, y
hazles guerra hasta que los acabes.
¢ Por qué, pues, no has oido la voz
de Jehova, sino que vuelto al botin
has hecho lo malo ante los ojos de
Jehova?” (1 Sam. 17-19).

De hecho, fue un amalecita quien
maté a Saul luego de haber fracasa-
do en su esfuerzo por suicidarse.
Leemos en 2 Samuel que un prisio-
nero del campamento de Saul llego
a donde David para darle la noticia.

Cuando David le pregunté como ha-
bia sucedido todo, le hizo el siguien-
te relato: “Casualmente vine al mon-
te de Gilboa, y hallé a Saul que se
apoyaba sobre su lanza, y venian
tras él carros y gente de a caballo. Y
mirando él hacia atras, me vio y me
llamo; y yo dije: Heme aqui. Y me
preguntd: ¢ Quién eres tu? Y yo le
respondi: Soy amalecita. El me vol-
vio a decir: Te ruego que te pongas
sobre mi y me mates, porque se ha
apoderado de mi la angustia; pues
mi vida esta aun toda en mi. Yo en-
tonces me puse sobre él y le ma-
té...” (2 Sam. 1: 6-10a).

Mas adelante, en 1 Samuel 30:18,
leemos que “libro David todo lo que
los amalecitas habian tomado, y asi-
mismo liberté David a sus dos muje-
res” (1 Sam. 30:18). Cientos de afios
después de la desobediencia de
Saul, Aman el amalecita se levanté
para oprimir a los judios en Persia
(Ester 3:1).

Como mencionamos anteriormente,
Hitler no fue el primero en venir con
la idea de una “solucion final.” La
furia de Aman no sélo fue contra
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Mardoqueo, quien rehusaba arrodi-
llarse ante él, sino también contra
su pueblo, todos los judios en el
reino de Asuero, incluyendo los de
la tierra de Israel (Ester 3:6). El odio
de Aman no tenia limites. Por medio
de un sistema de suertes (‘purim’),
determind la fecha exacta en que
iba a realizar su exterminio.

El plan de Aman pudo haber funcio-
nado si Ester no hubiese arriesgado
su vida, acercandose al rey de una
manera astuta para ponerle fin a su
maquinacion. Este alocado amaleci-
ta fue colgado en la misma horca
que habia preparado para Mardo-
queo, y los judios pudieron defen-
derse en ese fatidico dia 13 de
Adar.

Las comunidades judias alrededor
del mundo conmemoran la forma en
que Dios los libré de su destruccion
por medio de la fiesta de Purim. Por
encima de la risa y el jolgorio de la
gente casi se oye la risa de Dios
mismo, como si Dios se estuviese
burlando de Aman y de tantos otros
hombres y naciones que se han
atrevido ir en contra del amado pue-
blo de Dios.

El Salmo 2: 1-4 dice asi: “; Por qué
se amotinan las gentes, y los pue-
blos piensan cosas vanas? Se le-
vantaran los reyes de la tierra, y
principes consultaran unidos contra

Jehova y contra su ungido, diciendo:

Rompamos sus ligaduras, y eche-
mos de nosotros sus cuerdas. El
que mora en los cielos se reira; el
Sefior se burlara de ellos” (Sal. 2:1-
4).

LECCION #2: DIOS REDIME A SU
PUEBLO

Ha habido incontables esfuerzos
deliberados por destruir al pueblo
judio. Como ejemplo, podemos
nombrar al faraén de Egipto, Aman,
los sirios bajo Antioco Epifanes, los
romanos, las cruzadas, la inquisi-
cion, los pogromos de Rusia y la
“solucién final” del siglo 20, organi-
zado por Hitler y los nazis. Hoy dia,
las fuerzas islamicas perpetuan el
odio a través de su incesante ‘jihad’,
0 guerra santa, para “echar los ju-
dios al mar.”

Sin embargo, el pueblo judio ha so-
brevivido cada maquinacién, pero
sus enemigos han desaparecido.

De hecho, jlos judios fueron librados
nuevamente de su destruccién du-
rante una celebracion de Purim en la
década de 1950! Jose Stalin, dicta-
dor de la antigua Union Soviética,
queria deshacerse de su “problema
de los judios”. Establecio unas barra-
cas en Siberia y Kazakistan para en-
viar alla a millones de judios de to-
das partes de la Unién Soviética,
donde terminarian congelados y
hambrientos. Durante varios meses,
dirigié una campana bien orquestada
contra los judios, acusandolos de
toda clase de crimen contra el pue-
blo ruso. Como toque final, el plan
era publicar en marzo de 1953 una
carta supuestamente firmada por los
lideres de la comunidad judia, donde
rogaban ser protegidos de la ira po-
pular y pedian ser enviados a Sibe-
ria. El gobierno responderia afirmati-
vamente a su peticion en “gesto hu-
manitario.” Gracias a la intervencion
de Dios, la carta nunca fue publicada
por causa de la inesperada muerte
de Stalin. El pueblo judio fue librado
de su deportacion forzosa, algo se-
mejante a la forma milagrosa en que
fueron salvados durante el primer
Purim. Mas tarde, salié alaluzla
verdad acerca de esa campafia anti-
judia de Stalin.

También hubo otra redencién mila-
grosa en Purim, tan recientemente
como 1991, al final de la Guerra del
Golfo. Saddam Hussein fue vencido
y dejaron de llover los misiles sobre
Israel. Recuerdo haber estado en un
café en el paseo peatonal de Ben
Yehuda en Jerusalén, mientras miles
de israelies celebraban Purim. Era
desbordante su alegria al poder reti-
rar sus mascaras de gas, salir de
sus habitaciones selladas, y dar gra-
cias a Dios por haberlos librado una
vez mas de su enemigo.

Para nuestra verguenza, la “Iglesia”
también tiene sus manos mancha-
das con sangre, ya que muchos han
sido los ataques perpetrados por su-
puestos cristianos contra el pueblo
judio. Los que realizaron este tan
grave mal hicieron caso omiso a las
ensefianzas de Pablo en Romanos 9
-11. Pablo ensefié sobre el tipo de
relacion que deberia existir entre los
cristianos y los judios, aclarando que
Dios no habia abandonado a los ju-
dios, sino que: “...son amados por
causa de los padres” (Rom. 11:28).
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Se esta levantando una nueva ola de
antisemitismo a nivel mundial. ¢ Esta
usted dispuesto a arriesgar su posi-
cion social o “buen nombre” por de-
fender a los judios en su localidad,
asi como lo hizo Ester?

Es posible que Dios se lo pida como
parte de su expresion cristiana y su
amor por el pueblo judio. Tristemen-
te, muchos cristianos no han estado
dispuestos a aceptar ese llamado.
Aunque quizas algunos no participen
directamente en la persecucién, el
antisemitismo cristiano también se
puede manifestar en indiferencia ha-
cia el pueblo judio durante sus mo-
mentos de necesidad.

Durante estos ultimos anos, he ob-
servado como muchos creyentes
verdaderos comprenden su conexion
espiritual con el pueblo judio a medi-
da que leen las Escrituras, y el Espi-
ritu Santo nos cerca cada vez mas
los unos a los otros.

Efesios 2:11-14 dice: “Por tanto,
acordaos de que en otro tiempo vo-
sotros, los gentiles en cuanto a la
carne, erais llamados incircuncision
por la llamada circuncision hecha
con mano en la carne. En aquel
tiempo estabais sin Cristo, alejados
de la ciudadania de Israel y ajenos a
los pactos de la promesa, sin espe-
ranza y sin Dios en el mundo. Pero
ahora en Cristo Jesus, vosotros que
en otro tiempo estabais lejos, habéis
sido hechos cercanos por la sangre
de Cristo. Porque él es nuestra paz,
que de ambos pueblos hizo uno, de-
rribando la pared intermedia de se-
paracion.”

Ahora que hemos sido injertados en
el buen olivo junto con Israel, somos
hijos adoptivos de Abraham y cohe-
rederos de los pactos, las promesas,
la esperanza y aun la ciudadania de
Israel. Es nuestra responsabilidad
combatir las fuerzas malignas que
luchan contra Israel y contrarrestar el
antiSemitismo dondequiera se en-
cuentre. Si existe entre los circulos
cristianos, mas fuerte debe ser nues-
tra postura a favor de Israel. Debe-
mos decir firmemente como Rut, la
moabita, a su suegra: “No me rue-
gues que te deje, y me aparte de ti;
porque a dondequiera que tu fueres,
iré yo, y dondequiera que vivieres,
viviré. Tu pueblo sera mi pueblo, y tu
Dios mi Dios” (Rut 1:16).
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Gracias a la sangre de Yeshua
(Jesus) el Mesias, esta declaracion
la podemos hacer también los cris-
tianos. No siempre es facil tomar
esta postura. Cuando veamos a
nuestros parientes espirituales bajo
ataque, seamos instrumentos para
protegerlos y librarlos. Estemos dis-
puestos a arriesgarnos, asi como lo
hizo Ester, y veamos cémo Dios
obra milagrosamente para defender
a Su pueblo.

LECCION #3: DEBEMOS ARRIES-
GARNOS PARA DEFENDER AL
PUEBLO JUDIO

He aqui otra leccién que podemos
aprender de la historia de Purim, y
es que debemos ser arriesgados
para Dios en beneficio del pueblo
judio. En Ester 4:13-14 leemos que
Mardoqueo, el primo de Ester, le dijo
que tendria que arriesgar su vida si
queria salvar a su pueblo. “No pien-
ses que escaparas en la casa del
rey mas que cualquier otro judio.
Porque si callas absolutamente en
este tiempo, respiro y liberacioén ven-
dra de alguna otra parte para los
judios; mas tu y la casa de tu padre
pereceréis. Y quién sabe si para
esta hora has llegado al reino?” No
era proposito de Dios que Ester
compitiera en ese concurso de belle-
za meramente para vestir lindos ves-
tidos un afio, y luego “seis meses
con 6leo de mirra y seis meses con
perfumes aromaticos y afeites de
mujeres” (Est. 2:12).

Dios permitié que llegase al reino de
esa manera para utilizar a Ester en
el cumplimiento de Su voluntad. En
otras palabras, Mardoqueo estaba
diciendo lo siguiente a Ester: Dios es
soberano, y si tu no actuas segun
Su proposito, Dios podra proveer la
solucion y liberacién para los judios
por otro medio, pero tu no escapa-
ras, sino que pereceras. Dios te ha
llamado para este papel especial en
el Reino de Dios, para una hora co-
mo ésta. Ester tenia que cumplir el
propdsito de Dios para su vida en
ese momento especifico, y saldria
victoriosa. Ese es el concepto he-
breo de ‘meiserat nefesh’, o sea,
“entregar la vida de uno por el bien
del otro.”

iDios habia puesto a Ester en el
trono para salvar al pueblo judio!
Dios queria que ella fuese parte de
esa bendicion. Como creyentes en
Yeshua el Mesias, somos parte de

ese real sacerdocio y pueblo santo
(1 Ped. 2:9).

Sin embargo, no debemos imaginar
que hemos sido llamados para per-
manecer sentados sin hacer nada y
ser mimados por Dios. Tendremos
que atravesar algunas batallas fuer-
tes y sufrir mucho dolor en defensa
de Su pueblo, pero finalmente el Se-
for promete intervenir. Tenemos que
esforzarnos, y El nos ayudara para
alcanzar la victoria.

Dios nos ha puesto en esta tierra
para acrecentar Su reino, trabajar
para la redencion del mundo y de-
fender a Su pueblo. Esto implica te-
ner que pelear una fuerte batalla,
aunqgue no nos agrade. Para ello,
necesitamos toda la armadura de
Dios y vestirnos de proteccion espiri-
tual, segun leemos en Efesios 6:10-
18.

A medida que se acerquen los dias
postreros y el regreso de nuestro
Mesias, el Pueblo de Dios sufrira
mayor ataque aun. Eso es especial-
mente cierto cuando nos declaremos
abiertamente a favor de Dios y los
asuntos de Su reino en esta tierra,
que incluye a Israel y el pueblo judio.
Asi como Dios esperaba que hiciera
Ester, nos podra pedir que entregue-
mos nuestra vida en bien del pueblo
judio. Muchos cristianos verdaderos
se arriesgaron durante la Segunda
Guerra Mundial para defender a los
judios de los nazis. Jesus dijo:
“Nadie tiene mayor amor que este,
que uno ponga su vida por sus ami-
gos. Vosotros sois mis amigos, si
hacéis lo que yo os mando” (Jn.
15:13-14). También dijo: “... el que
pierde su vida por causa de mi, la
hallara” (Mat. 10:39). ¢ Estamos dis-
puestos a que Dios nos use para
defender al pueblo judio?

ENFRENTANDO DESAFIOS PER-
SONALES CON DIOS

Enfrentaremos muchos momentos
desafiantes mientras realizamos el
trabajo que Dios nos ha encomenda-
do. ¢ Esta usted preparado para ser
atacado cuando declara abiertamen-
te su fe en Jesus como su Sefior y
estar a favor del pueblo judio? David
era un hombre recto segun el cora-
z6n de Dios. Aunque Dios le prome-
tio la victoria, todavia tenia que salir
a luchar contra los enemigos de Is-
rael. No debemos esperar que sea
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diferente con nosotros. Jesus dijo:
“...El siervo no es mayor que su se-
for. Si a mi me han perseguido, tam-
bién a vosotros os persegui-

ran...” (Jn. 15:20).

Aunque nos podamos regocijar por
ser un sacerdocio real y tener una
posicion especial delante de Dios,
asi como Ester, nuestro deber en
este mundo es hacer la voluntad de
nuestro Padre. Podrian acontecerle
ciertas situaciones dificiles, pero le
prometo que si permanece cerca de
Dios y Su voluntad, finalmente vera
la victoria. Asi como hizo con la reina
Ester, Dios le librara. Pero debera
estar dispuesto a bus- car del Sefior
con todas sus fuerzas, escudrifiar las
Escrituras, y conocer la voluntad de
Dios respecto al mundo y su perso-
na. Luego, a medida que camina en
la Luz y pelea la buena batalla, sal-
dra victorioso.

Debemos tener un sentido claro de
los propositos de Dios, lo cual el
mundo no entiende. El mundo busca
metas vanas, como el poder, las po-
sesiones materiales y una vida facil,
inducido por la avaricia, los deseos

de la carne, y una vida egocéntrica
que busca sélo el beneficio propio.
Esta vida mundana también puede
contaminar la vida del creyente, por-
que los medios de comunicacion y
los anuncios publicitarios promue-
ven la vida sensual. Si buscamos
solo la satisfaccion del momento,
terminaremos totalmente vacios.
Las Escrituras dicen: “Donde no hay
vision, el pueblo se extra-

via...” (Prov. 29:18, NVI).

Permitame preguntarle de nuevo:

¢ Esta usted preparado? ; Conoce
en su corazon el llamado y el propo6-
sito de Dios para su vida? 4 Es el
deseo de su corazoén definirse del
lado del Reino de Dios y su justicia,
aunque su vida corra peligro? Mar-
doqueo dijo a Ester que Dios podria
encontrar a otro para hacer cumplir
Sus propdsitos, pero ella perderia
esa bendicion. ¢ Perdera usted la
bendicion que Dios le ofrece sélo
porque la tarea se ve muy grande y
arriesgada? Si rehusa ser instru-
mento de Dios para evidenciar Su
gloria y poder, lo hara de algun otro
modo...sin usted. Entonces saldra
realmente perdiendo. Yo no quiero
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perder esa bendicion, ¢y usted? Re-
cuerde lo que Pablo ensend: “Todo
lo puedo en Cristo que me fortale-
ce” (Fil. 4:13).

Debemos comprometernos y arries-
garnos para responder al llamado de
Dios. Cuando respondamos a Su
llamado, El dara la forma de cumplir
Su voluntad, asi como lo hizo con
Ester.
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Psalm 23 reminds of what is, even
when it isn’t. The life of faith is more
than tender grass, and pleasant
streams. It's more than the refresh-
ing of the soul, and the filling of the
cup. It is the promise of God’s pres-
ence: when the grass is dry, and
the flood waters surround; when the
soul is worn, and the cup empty;
when worry abounds, and the
house has collapsed. Psalm 23
speaks of the Lord’s destination,
when the waypoints on the journey
overwhelm. It is a reminder of His
enduring presence in our lives as
the Good Shepherd.

“I am the good shepherd. | know My
own and My own know Me.” (Jn.
10:14).

One of the most important lessons
a lamb will learn from its mother is
the identity of their shepherd. In a
flock, the presence of the shepherd
ensures safety, food, and direction;
but at times, when a sheep is in dis-
tress, the shepherd must seek it out
and take whatever corrective action
is necessary to ensure the health
and well-being of the animal (Matt.
18:12). In messianic faith we are
assured that the Good Shepherd
found us while we were yet in dis-
tress and secured our deliverance
(Ro. 5:8). He willingly laid down His
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life for His sheep (Jn. 10:11, 15b).
The metaphor of the Lord as shep-
herd creates a powerful image of
presence, protection, and care.

Psalm 23 may be the most recog-
nizable of the psalms. David re-
flects on the journey of his life, and
the many ways the Lord has led,
provided, protected, rescued, and
corrected him. What is often over-
looked, from the outset, is that
psalm 23 is a song. It opens 1inm
/mrT7mizmor I'Dovid, a melody of
David. Perhaps a melody from his
days as a shepherd boy, a tune that
was comforting to him during long
nights in the field.

David begins by singing, ,'va nin!
,onx N7“The Lord is my shepherd,
or my friend/companion, | have no
lack” (23:1). He looks at himself
from the perspective of a sheep,
drawing on his experience as a
shepherd caring and providing for
the sheep of his father (cf. Gen.
49:24). Here, the Lord is David’s
shepherd; and because of this he
experiences no lack or failure, noth-
ing is missing or incomplete, even
the unsettling matters to come. The
Shepherd provides for his needs;
and from the start David is express-
ing faith in the Good Shepherd.

He continues, “At home, in a habi-

CPsalm 23

*% A SONG OF DAVID

BE OUR SONG AS WELL
"7 Justin D. Elwell, Th.D.

tation of tender grass, you cause
me to sprawl or spread

out,” (23:2). When sheep feel at
peace or calm, they let their guard
down, and they sprawl out in the
grass because the shepherd pro-
tects them. Having rested in
peace, the Lord then leads David
beside “quiet waters” (23:2b).
Sheep will not drink if they are
startled, upset, excited or unsure
of their surroundings. If startled,
they will not relax or put down
their guard to drink. Yet David is
telling us that he feels safe
enough to drink, at ease, and at
peace.

David sings, ,1n) 11iv! 'wo1“‘He
restores my soul,” the Shepherd
has healed him, restored him, and
given him peace. This is the faith-
fulness of the Shepherd. The
word “restores” comes from the
root “shuv,” meaning “turn.” This
is also the root of “tshuvah,” so
there is a change in the soul or
breath of David. |yn%? ,j7T¥-"7ayn2
“,inyHe guides me in winding
paths of righteousness,” a sheep
follows its shepherd wherever He
may take the flock. Where He
leads us may not be our ideal, or
convenient for us, it may be indi-
rect or seem as if we are going in
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circles, yet we must follow Him,
for the sake of His Name, to give
glory and honor to our Good
Shepherd. He takes those circui-
tous paths and makes them
straight (righteous), working all
things together for our good (Ro.
8:28).

Still, there are times when we en-
ter a deep tight valley overshad-
owed by the surrounding hills, as
David said, , nin7¥ X232 737x-'2 D2
“In the gorge overshadowed by
death,” (23:4) sheep do not like to
move through tight spaces. They
will turn back in fear and attempt
to run. As they are pressed in and
on they cannot see, there is no
place to flee, and they are ex-
posed in constriction. Death could
come from above, or from behind
or from the front. Death overshad-
ows all directions. However, -84
STy nnr-o v x'xthe flock of
God will not fear
because He, the
Lord our Abba,
is with us. No
matter the depth
of the valley, He
is with us, and
we must contin-
ually remind
ourselves that
He is leading us
as the Good
Shepherd, nev-
er leaving nor
forsaking His
flock.

How is it that we are led along the
way? David sings of the rod and
the staff, nan amwwni VY
,;mn2“Your rod and Your staff,
they comfort me” (23:4b). The rod
and staff are tools used to direct
the sheep. They are extensions of
the Shepherds hands as He leads
them along the way. The rod is for
correction, while the staff is for
direction. They comfort, even in
correction, because they remind
the sheep that the shepherd is still
present even if they cannot see
him. As David reminds us, there
are times when we see the enemy
more clearly than our shepherd.

/NN T IN7Y 197 7YnYou
prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies” (23:5).
ISSUE #8

To our relief we exit the overshad-
owed gorge, the place where we
fear attack. We exit to find a table
prepared, and provision made. No
longer pressed or on the run we
can sit in peace. But there, before
us, the enemies we expected to
attack us in the gorge are there
before the very table where we are
to be nourished. What is David tell-
ing us?

The enemy could not see our fear
as we moved through the gorge,
but now, as we sit at the prepared
table, he sees only our peace. We
do not remain hidden away, end-
lessly roaming the dark valley. No,
the Good Shepherd has led us to
the place prepared for us to bear
witness of His presence, as a testi-
mony of His victory in our lives. At
the table we do not appear as di-
sheveled, unkempt sheep as the
enemy would expect. No, the Lord

The Good Shepherd laid down His life for His
sheep and prepared our place in His house forev-
er. No matter the challenges before us, the pain or
turmoil they will cause us, He has rescued us and

prepared a pleasant table for us, before our ene-
mies, in the midst of the field having become our
peace, our rest and our righteousness.

does something remarkable for us,
He refreshes and beadtifies us.

David remarks, 'WN1 pya nyT
,N'N '0id“You anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows” (23:5). An-
other way, “You have fattened my
head,” the fat was the choice part
of the sacrifice and belonged com-
pletely to the Lord, as Leviticus
3:16 says, “All the fat belongs to
the Lord.” This verse speaks of
choosiness. You have “fattened
me” or “selected me” and anointed
me “with oil,” to make us shine.
Still, the anointing also protected
the animal, specifically the ears of
the sheep. The oil protected the
sheep from an infestation of bur-
rowing parasites entering the brain
and killing them. How much the
enemy desires to infect our minds

and draw us away from our Good
Shepherd. But the Moshiach, the
Anointed One, covers us in His
pure oil.

,N'N '0id“my cup satisfies,” as
poetically satisfying as an overflow-
ing cup is, what David is expressing
here is a quenching of thirst. He
drinks in thirstily, and by what the
Shepherd has poured into his life,
he no longer thirsts. David is no
longer running after his own way,
but following the provision, direc-
tion, and leadership of the Good
Shepherd; and he is now satisfied.

David finalizes his thoughts, 21iv ,3x

40 M- 1o TonI“Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life” (23:6). Of
course, we have all felt that nag-
ging fear that something menacing
was coming, but we could not dis-
cern what. David is reminding us of
something in-
credibly pro-
found in the
spirit. The word
translated
“follow” above
also means
“pursue” or
“track.” If we
should find our-
selves scared
or paranoid of
the unknown,
that unknown
thing that
seems to be
coming after us is, as David sings,
“only goodness and mercy pursue
me.” Why? It is from the Lord, our
Shepherd, Who is with us. But
where is He leading us?

,0m! XY nIn-na mav“‘and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.” Yet David is speaking of
return. Perhaps as the one lost out
of the ninety-nine, David sings of
return. The Good Shepherd found
him, directed him, and returned him
to the place he belonged: the
House of the Lord. In “return to
dwell,” we find the “shuv” root
again, meaning to “turn.” Through
all the pastures, streams, and over-
shadowed gorges, the Lord led a
straying sheep home. Along the
way the sheep faced challenges.
He was afraid. He was parched.
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But the Lord took care of him in all
those circumstances.

In our day-to-day life, with all the
trails of our age, the song of David
called Psalm 23 must be our song as
well. As Isaiah exhorted us, “All we
like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned—every one—to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). The
iniquity that kept us distant and lost
was laid upon or imputed to our Mes-
siah Yeshua/Jesus. The Good Shep-
herd laid down His life for His sheep
and prepared our place in His house
forever. No matter the challenges
before us, the pain or turmoil they will
cause us, He has rescued us and
prepared a pleasant table for us, be-
fore our enemies, in the midst of the
field having become our peace, our
rest, and our righteousness.

The apostle Peter expressed it beau-
tifully as he reflected on the words of
Isaiah, “For you were like sheep go-
ing astray, but have now returned to
the Shepherd and Overseer of your
lives” (1 Pet. 2:25, emphasis mine).
The past tense of going astray re-
placed by relationship with our Mes-
siah, our Good Shepherd and Friend
(Jn. 10:11; 15:15). Amen.

Psalm 23 (Elwell translation)

23:1, The Lord is my shepherd and
friend, He provides my needs.

23:2, He settles me in a pleasant
meadow. Beside peaceful waters He
walks with me.

23:3, He refreshes my life. He guides
me in the right way because of who
He is.

23:4, When | walk in a valley shad-
owed by death, | will not fear evil, for
You are with me. Your rod of correc-
tion, and Your staff of protection give
me comfort.

23:5, You set before me a table in
view of my tormentors. You refresh
the dryness of my head with oil. My
cup completely satisfies me.

23:6, When life worries me, | know
only His goodness and loving-
kindness chase after me, All the
days of my life. And my place of rest
will be in the House of the Lord, My
Shepherd and friend, To the length
of ages.

Dr. Justin D.
Elwell
serves as
the messi-
anic rabbi of
Messiah
Congrega-
tion in
Washington
Mills, New
York, and is the bishop-elect of RFI.

REDISCOVER A BIBLICAL
WORLDVIEW!

Written for both Christian and Jew alike,
this compilation provides a modern per-
spective on rediscovering the Hebraic
roots of a Biblically-based faith.

Dr John A Looper's anthology lays out
an overview of the Bible, rightly divided,
as God's worldview.

Order your copy through either AMA-
ZON or directly from John Looper Minis-
tries at drlooperi@gmail.com for
$24.95 a copy.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!

Giving is Worship

> IVING

Please remember to

support RESTORATION

FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL &

financially by mail or '
PayPal.
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Introducing New RFI Ministers ..

We are so happy to welcome Har-
vest Revival Center of Brookville,
Ohio, to RFI. This dynamic church-
is pastored by Niel Petersen.

This is a Spirit-filled church dedi-
cated to equipping believers to
boldly preach and live out the
Word of God. They emphasize
training in the fruits and power of
the Holy Spirit, empowering their
members to impact our culture as
ambassadors of light and salt. As
part of the end-time remnant
Church, they operate in the Holy
Spirit's power to overcome sin and
prepare for the future. They are
contending for a great harvest re-
vival of souls, and believe that God
will save our nation. They are not
trying to fit in, but boldly stand in
the face of evil to live out their livas
es as radical followers of Jesus
Christ. They will not be conformed
to this world, but will be trans-
formed by the renewing of our
minds. And in this, we will be able
to test and approve what God's will
is for us — His good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Welcome to RFI. We look forward
to having you work with us.

dained minis-
ter with RFI.
He is the
senior pastor
of Harvest
Revival Cen-
ter of
Brookvile,
OH. Niel and
his wife Katie
have been

married for 23 years.

Niel was a pastor’s son and served
under his father’s ministry in vari-

ous roles, such as children's pastor,

college pastor and associate pas-
tor. At age 37 Niel felt the call to
become senior pastor at Harvest
Revival Center.

Lorene has a heart for missions has
made two trips to Africa and minis-
tered in various conferences. She
has also gone on missions trips in
Honduras, Belize, Guatemala, El
Salvador and Nicarauga.

Niel Petersen became an or-

ISSUE #8

Lorene
Ernst also
became an
ordained
minister with
RFI. She
has is serv-
ing as Asso-
ciate Pastor
at Harvest
Revival Center and is involved with
intercessory prayer, teaching and
counseling.

Dr. Steven
Boehmfeldt
also be-
came an
ordained
minister with
RFl. Heisa
man of deep
faith in the
Lord. He
has helped
lead Harvest and support the con-
gregation in pastoral care for many
years.

Dr. Boehmfeldt and his wife Ali' are
active in ministerial service. He is a
doctor in psychotherapy and does
extensive counseling. He has many
academic certificates in his field.

We look forward to his contribu-
tions to RFI.

HARVEST
REVIVAL
4 L T (c
HARVEST REVIVAL CENTER

1488 Johnsville Brookville RD
Brookville, OH 45309
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Ministr y

Spotlig

Judy Imdahl-King has been an
ordained minister with RFI
since 2018 and has been the
pastor at New Temple Grove
Ministries since April 2024.

Judy was born in Ahoskie,
North Carolina. She met her
late husband Bobby at NTGM
where he was working with the
media ministry. They have two
children, a son, Aaron Imdahl,
and a daughter, Ashley Im-
dahl. She has one grandchild.
Her daughter volunteers at the
church helping with the com-
puter work and also in the kitchen.

Judy earned BA, CPA and CGMA degrees. She has also done self-
studies in ministerial training.

Judy attended NTGM for the past eighteen years. During this time, she
has been actively involved in children’s ministry, Bible teaching, serving
on church boards, treasurer, service moderator, and praise & worship
leader. She is also writing a curriculum for new converts.

It was during this time of volunteer work that Judy felt a deeper call into
ministry and became a minister with RFI.

We look forward to hearing great things from New Temple Grove Min-
istries! RFI loves you and prays for the Lord to bless you in your work
in enlarging the kingdom of God!

Sundaﬂship Opqutynities:
Prayer
Morning Worship

9:30 to 10:30 ajm.
10:30 a.m. to Noon

Wednesday Night Bible Study * 7:00 p.m.
4

ove@gmail.

THE NETWORKER

B I S N A W

Jetfery Hamm, Ph.D.

Available through Amazon.
Kindle Version: $2.99
Paperback: $15
332 Pages

Pastoring is both an art and a
science; however, much more
than that, it is a divine calling
wherein God imparts to chosen
vessels a gift of his grace that
empowers them to extend his
loving care to all his children—
especially those of the household
of faith.

While there are many competing
theories as to what pastoring
means and how it should be ful-
filled both in the life of the admin-
istrator and in the lives of those
who are being pastored, the reali-
ty is that the only definition that
matters is the one that God him-
self gives through Holy Scripture.

The insights that you will gain
from this book will be invaluable
to you as you labor in the Mas-
ter's vineyard and carry out his
prime directive: “Go and make
many disciples, teaching them all
things that | have commanded
you” (Matthew 28:20).

Now, take time to walk the road
of servanthood with a true disci-
ple of the Lord Jesus, Dr. Jeff
Hamm.

18



HARVEST REVIVAL CENTER
1488 Johnsville Brookville RD
Brookville, OH 45309

info@harvestrevival.center

937-687-1525
GATHERING TIMES

Sundays: 10:30 AM
Wednesdays: 6:30 PM

ISSUE #8

HARVEST
REVIVAL
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The weekend of April 26 & 27, 2025,

RFI  Executive Director and
Presiding Bishop, Dr. John Looper
and Bishop-elect, Dr. Justin Elwell
will be ministering at Harvest
Revival Center in Brooksville, Ohio.
On the evening of April 26th, Rabbi
Justin will be leading a Passover
Seder for the church; and on the
morning of April 27th, Dr. Looper
will deliver a timely word for
Harvest Revival Center. For more
information contact the Harvest
Revival Center office.




JULY 8 @ 10:00 AM 'f-|-,f

TO BLUE MOUNTAIN
JULY 13 @ 12:00 PM LG I

%l 813

FELICIE &
ELWELL

SUMMER FAMILY WEEK

EDWIN FELICIE, MBS CAME TO THE LORD IN 1982. HE IS E,&';T!;I:!
THE OVERSEER OF THE JACKSON HOME STUDY GROUP .

IN JACKSON, NJ. HE IS ALSO THE CHANGELLOR OF
TIMOTHY INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY (WEST).

EDWIN HAS BEEN MARRIED TO JUANITA SINCE 1978.
THEY HAVE SIX CHILDREN ALONG WITH SIX
GRANDCHILDREN.

JUSTIN D. ELWELL, TH.D. IS A MESSIANIC JEWISH
DISCIPLE OF MESSIAH YESHUA/JESUS, SERVING AS THE
CONGREGCATIONAL RABBI OF MESSIAH CONGREGATION

2 DR SAM BAKTHER JOHN
IN NEW HARTFORD, NEW YORK. -

WITH A SPECIAL GUEST FROM
JUSTIN AND HIS WIFE RENEE HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR COIMBATORE INDIA

TWENTY-NINE YEARS AND HAVE TWO ADULT SONS. DR SAM BAKTHER JOHN!
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Around the Network ...

Bishop-elect, Dr. Justin Elwell
spoke at Blue Mountain Christian
Retreat and Conference Center

during their annual Christmas With Blue Mountain
Banquet on December 12th, 2024. Executive Director Mike
Liedig.

Dr. Elwell ordained two
new ministers for RFI,
and one new deacon for
Messiah Congregation on
December 28th, 2024.

Pastor Christian Hadlock
Pastor Donald Simpson
Deacon Jose Marrero

ISSUE #8
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Spring into
GREAT HARVEST

CHURCH

1902 Industrial Drive
Pocahontas, Arkansas

Worship
Sunday Morning Prayer

@ 10:00 am
v Sunday Morning Worship
10:30
T I M O T H Y Sundag@Evenin;\TVorship

@ 6:00 pm
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Services live-streamed on Facebook
via Susan Flanery and Bill Wilson's
Facebook Page

Teen Classes

oma and Degree Programs
. . . ! . Suﬁjg:;sig]fttgr1d2i;r:n?;:g§)for
in Biblical Studies

Children's Church)
and Theological Studies

Classes: 1st, 2nd and 3rd
of every month
Worship with congregation on
4th Sunday of every month

College & Career Classes
(Ages 18-30)
Sundays
@ 4:30 pm
Get Out of My Head
Contact Amy Morrison for
virtual copy of book.

Prayer Meeting
Mondays @ 6:00 pm

Grief Share
Mondays
@ 6:30 pm
Cost: $20 (covers book fee)
Contact: Joyce Sorrell Amann

Little Leaps of Faith
Wednesday
@ 6:00 pm

Student & Adult Classes
Wednesdays
@ 7:00 pm
Women'’s Virtual Bible Study
- Last Saturday of every month
\ via ZOOM or live in person in
Fellowship Hall
: - Love Stories of the Bible

By Shannon Bream
Contact: Amy Morrison for ZOOM help

USA, India, Mexico,
and accessible globally online.

timothyinternationaluniversity.org
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Pastor Karen Johnson

OLIVE TREE CONNECTIONS exists to introduce everyone to Jesus. We
present Him through His Hebraic language and culture. We teach
you how to follow Him. At whatever level you may find: yourself in -

yourJourney of falth please know you are welcome at OTC!

OLIVE TREE
CONNEGTIONS

www.olivetreeconnections.com

Meeting Address:
Rivergate Business Center
124 Cude Lane Ste. 124, Madison, TN 37115

Office Phone Number:
(615) 351-7923
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