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Purpose of RFI

Christ to rediscover and restore its biblical heritage and es-

pecially its first century roots and foundations in Christ, the
apostles, and the earliest believers for faith, fellowship and prac-
tice, has prompted RFI to establish a trans-denominational associ-
ation of ministers, ministries and churches to assist in bringing
people together for meaningful fellowship, dialogue and coopera-
tion. We respect, value and appreciate the efforts of all churches
and wish to network with them for Christ-honoring purposes.

]l 2 ESTORATION: The renewed interest throughout the body of

rum, for ministries and congregations to be networked to-

gether for mutual promotion, support and celebration. This
allows for creativity, latitude and autonomy within ministries and
congregations. We believe this to be the first century New Testa-
ment model.

1 ELLOWSHIP: In essence RFI provides an umbrella, or fo-

ternational network of ministers, ministries and congregations

that have a common interest in working together to advance
the gospel of Christ and His restoration work within the church in
our generation.

Vision / Mission

Vision: Our Vision Statement is three-dimensional. We seek to assist
the body of Christ in —

e Restoring the individual through Christ and to growth in Christ.

] NTERNATIONAL: It is our purpose to build and maintain an in-

e Restoring and building godly homes and marriages through
the biblical model.

e Restoring, practicing and celebrating the New Testament or-
der of the Judeo-Christian faith of Christ, the apostles and the
earliest believers, through praise, worship and service.

Mission: Our Mission is —

e To proclaim the Gospel and Lordship of Jesus Christ to all
mankind.

e To provide New Testament ministry and discipleship for all be-
lievers.

e To assist in networking the body of Christ together for authen-
tic biblical fellowship and mutual cooperation.

Business Information:

Restoration Fellowship International and its offices are officially incorporated in the State
of Tennessee. RFl is also a non-profit organization with a 501 ( ¢) (3) IRS designation.
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Dr. John A. Looper
Executive Director

2 Corinthians 13:5-6 (TLV) “Test
yourselves, to see whether you
are in the faith. Examine your-
selves! Or don’t you know
yourselves—that Messiah
Yeshua is in you? Unless of
course you failed the test. But |
hope that you will
realize that we haven’t
failed the test.

An exegesis of the two
letters of the Apostle
Paul to the local church-
es in Corinth, which was
one of the significant Roman cities
of the First Century (which we do
not have room to consider here)
would clarify for us, that apart from
this technology age, the Jews/
Christians, the Corinthians, the Ro-
mans, and the Greeks at large, all
lived in a pluralistic religious and
social world, not so different from
the world we find ourselves in post-
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Modern times.

In every century and age of the
body of Messiah Jesus, his Church,
there have been intrusions into the
covenant company of believers, by
the insistence of the powers that
be, to Christianize and make ac-
commodations for the aberrant so-
ciety in which it has found itself ex-
isting. Also, biblical errors have oc-
curred in every generation, which
the Scriptures referenced as
“doctrines of demons" in various
contexts.

In every century and age of the body of Messiah Je-
sus, his Church, there have been intrusions into the
covenant company of believers, by the insistence of
the powers that be, to Christianize and make accom-
modations for the aberrant society in which it has

found itself existing.

Such woeful teachings were allud-
ed to in the New Testament, and by
the post-First Century writings of
the Apostolic Fathers and Ante-
Nicaean fathers of the Church,
such as: Gnosticism and the Anti-
nomianism of Marcion. Another ma-
jor heresy was addressed by John
the Apostle's writings recorded in
the Book of Revelation. He referred

to it as the “Spirit of Jezebel.” This
prophetess and her ministry cohorts
taught the servants of God to com-
mit fornication. This heresy came
from their human lust, and their rea-
soning that being in a marital cove-
nant with Christ and each other,
they could have promiscuous sexu-
al relations that were no longer
deemed as biblical fornication. Cen-
tury after century the list and chal-
lenges goes on and on.

As announced by the Apostle Paul
in our text verses, how does one
test themselves to see if they are in
Messiah or not? First,
there must be an abso-
lute belief that the Word
of God, the Bible, has
miraculously come down
to us through the ages as
the (‘Exhaling”) or the
“inspired” revelation of
God to humankind. Men
are imperfect and all translations
from the original languages of the
Scriptures have their strengths and
weaknesses, but contain within
them the indisputable truth of Elo-
him, the Creator, about himself
(Theology), Christology, Creation-
ism, Anthropology, Soteriology, Ec-
clesiology, Eschatology, as well as
moral and ethical righteousness.



We are witnessing what the
Apostle Paul wrote about in 2
Thessalonians 2, regarding the
last times that would experi-
ence an “Apostasy,” a great
falling away from the immuta-
bility of the Holy Scriptures so
that the “spirit” and “man” of
anti-Torah (anti-Law) might be
revealed. The Apostle Paul,
James the Bishop of Jerusa-
lem, and the Apostle
John wrote in tandem
about the necessity of
our faith being tested
by God (Deuteronomy
8), being tested by
the world (Revelation
7:9-17), being tested
by our own fleshly de-
sires (James 1), and being
tested by our total submission
to Christ, his gifting and call
upon our lives.

Throughout history, fermented
beverages, metallurgy, chemi-
cal litmus tests, or a thousand
and one other things, must
pass muster. A bottle of wine,
by law, lists its alcohol “proof”
or percentage of alcohol. They
know if it is 15%, 25%, etc.,
when they fire its vapors, and

the color of the flame deter-
mines its alcohol “proofing.”
How often does the Bible use
the analogy or metaphor of the
Lord’s people being tested
and purged by fire? You get
the picture. “Think it not
strange concerning the fiery
trial, to test you as though
some strange thing has hap-
pened to you,” Peter said.

We are witnessing what the Apostle Paul wrote about
in 2 Thessalonians 2, regarding the last times that
would experience an “Apostasy,” a great falling away
from the immutability of the Holy Scriptures so that the
“spirit” and “man” of anti-Torah (anti-Law) might be re-

vealed.

Never once in my Christian
walk and ministry has the Lord
asked me my opinion about
what should be allowed moral-
ly and theologically regarding
the constant pressures against
the body of Christ to be more
accommodating of those who
wish to rewrite the rules of
biblical revelation to appease
the times and to Christianize
sin. In this context, many be-
lieve that the Bible is an anti-

quated book so out of step with
modern science and intellectu-
alism. Therefore, the Creator,
Christ the Messiah, the Apos-
tles Doctrine, and the Holy Writ
must be revised in the name of
“equity” and by an all-
encompassing love that in-
cludes everyone under the ban-
ner of Messiah, not by our re-
pentance and transformation,
but by our remaking
God and the Bible in
our image and like-
ness.

Restoration Fellow-
ship International
seeks to network min-
isters, ministries, and
congregations who are willing
to stand unequivocally upon
God and the immutable truth of
the Bible, his word. This does
not make us the most popular
networking association, but one
of the most biblically safe and
rewarding, existing among
many Godly counselors.

TEST YOURSELF AND SEE-
WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE
IN FAITH.

REI

CONNECTIONS

A TIME OF PRAYER. DEVOTION AND FELLOWSHIP
ON THE LAST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH

BEGINNING AT 7:00PM EST.

MINISTERS AND FRIENDS OF RFI ARE WELCOME TO
PARTICIPATE AND CONNECT WITH OTHERS IN OUR GROWING,

DIVERSE-AND BROAD NETWORK.,

VIA Z00M

HOSTED BY RABBI JUSTIN ELWELL, FOR A MEETING LINK, EMAIL:

THE NETWORKER

DRIELWELL@GMAIL.COM
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Once the London Times asked sev-
eral prominent authors to write on
the theme, “What’s wrong with the
world?” G. K. Chesterton, the Chris-
tian writer and humorist wrote this

reply:

“‘Dear Sirs, | am. Sincerely Yours,
G.K. Chesterton.”

Certainly, those who have been
grafted in and have an authentic
relationship with Jesus know
very well what is wrong with the
world. It needs a Savior. The
Savior has come. Yet, still,
there are many people in this
world who refuse to accept this
truth. Despite being aware of the
truth and even having a visceral ex-
perience, many choose to turn away
from Jesus. Much of the world is at
war with the truth. This is a tragedy,
for Jesus is the only way to salva-
tion. Without Him, people are with-
out hope and are eternally lost.

Christians are to be emboldened
with the truth, God'’s truth, to effec-
tively carry out one’s calling and the
great commission. For the truly born
-again Christian God’s truth should
be an innate characteristic. The
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confronting issue for the body of
Christ is that being called a Chris-
tian has become adaptable. Adapt-
able to an individual's feelings,
opinions, current trends, and out-
right apostasies. People are watch-
ing what Christians do and they are
watching to see if Christians sin-
cerely live out what they say they
believe from God’s Word. This does
not mean that Christians are to be
little robots that never make mis-

There is a pseudo-Christian lifestyle being
lived out in the open without conviction,

apology, or shame.

takes. It means being a Christian
who has intentionally surrendered
their whole heart to the Lord. Once
upon a time, Christian ministers
and the church were highly respect-
ed. Now, the church is not only dis-
respected, but many would be quite
satisfied to see the church wiped
out of existence. When the sincere
Christian is faithful and resilient as
led by the Holy Spirit and lives out
the truth of the Gospel then this will
cause the world to recognize that
there truly is a God who not only
loves them but has made the way

THE WAY OUT OF
PSEUDO-CHRISTIANITY

% 4

for each flawed human being to ex-
perience true love, redemption,
peace, and much more.

“He feeds on ashes; a deceived
heart has turned him aside. And he
cannot deliver himself, nor say, “Is
there not a lie in my right hand?’
Isaiah 44:20

There is a pseudo-Christian lifestyle
being lived out in the open without
conviction, apology, or shame.
Thayer's Greek Lexicon tells
that pseudo is, “in a broad
sense, whatever is not what it
professes to be: so of perverse,
impious, deceitful precepts and
of idolatry”. The most frightening
aspect of this is that so many indi-
viduals who profess to be Chris-
tians do not recognize that they
have embraced the pseudo-
Christian lifestyle. There are truths
that many claiming to be followers
of Christ are denying, not always
with their mouths but within the
dark hidden chambers of their
hearts. This is made evident by the
things that are said and the way life
is lived. There seem to be deep lev-
els of pride held within the heart in
being an idolatrous, self-governing
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individual and all the while not real-
izing that it is not the Christian life
being lived but it is a humanistic
lifestyle that, if not careful, can in-
deed become a full-blown atheistic
lifestyle while still declaring to be a
Christian. This ideology stretches
from the pulpit to the no longer at-
tending church service individual.

Something needs to change. With
so many church buildings being
shut down, pastors leaving the min-
istry for several different reasons,
congregants not going to service
and not growing in their relationship
with the Lord, and many church
congregations are abandoning
God'’s truth for the way of the world,
there is a call on every true Chris-
tian to stand up for what is right,
speak up with the truth, and lift up
the name of Jesus all with Holy
Spirit direction. In what area of your
life do you forget who you are in
Christ? Where do you just kind of
go with the flow? Maybe you are
not a wholehearted pseudo-
Christian, but, perhaps there might
be certain sectors of your heart that
Jesus is not welcome to enter into.
Sure, He can have the Sunday
morning and Wednesday night Bi-
ble study part of your heart, but
what about the other areas? You
see, if you dare to keep Jesus
blocked out of one area then it be-
comes easier for another area to be
blocked, and then another and an-
other. Please ask yourself these
questions, In what areas of my
heart am | living a pseudo-Christian
lifestyle? What areas in my heart
need to be transformed by the Holy
Spirit so that my whole heart is sur-
rendered to God?

The Shema (hear), taken from Deu-
teronomy 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God, the LORD is one.
You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And
these words that | command you
today shall be on your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you
rise. You shall bind them as a sign
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on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You
shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates.”

The word all is not a complicated
word, not in the spelling of the word
itself nor the meaning. It is clear
and concise and even in Hebrew, it
is the same - kol. All and kol mean-
ing, the whole. The whole, nothing
left out, concerning everything,
throughout, entire, complete, con-
tinually, forever, and wholehearted.
There is to be no confusion in the
understanding of “all your heart”
from Deuteronomy 6:4-9 means
that every true Christian is ready
and willing to love God with every-
thing within them. The importance
of regularly searching your heart
with the leading of the Holy Spirit
and God’s Word is very beneficial
not only for you but for everyone
your life touches.

If every Christian would take to
heart Deuteronomy 6:4-9 then be-
ing a follower of Christ would be
even more impactful. Here is the
other problem, Deuteronomy 6:4-9,
Matthew 22:37-40, Luke 10:27-28
are not emphasized enough in the
average congregation. They might
be mentioned but these verses are
not taught or embraced. What does
it mean to love the Lord with all of
your heart? The depths of the an-
swer to this question cannot be dis-
cussed in this one article, but in
basic terms, you are to steward the
life He has given you and to make
Him the priority in every area of
your life. Stewardship is not an op-
tion for the Christian. God gives,
you receive, and do all to the glory
of God. You take responsibility for
the stewardship of who God has
created you to be and all He has
given you. You steward relation-
ships, time, gifts, talents, money,
thoughts, words, motivations, and
all else that pertains to your life.
Steward to the glory of God and do
not go off on a self-governing, hu-
manistic bunny trail to find yourself
no longer resembling anyone who
is Christ-like. Let's take a look at
some key factors that will help any-
one who professes to be a Chris-
tian to live a Christ-like life authenti-

cally.

The heart of man who can know it?
No one but God, no one but God.
Man looks to what he can see with
his naked eye, but, God looks at
the heart.

Consider your heart. Have you late-
ly, considered your heart? Why
not? Its range is extensive! Exten-
sive!

The heart (lebab) is used to de-
scribe the innermost part of your
being. 1 Samuel 16:7 says, “But the
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look
at his appearance or at the height
of his stature, because | have re-
jected him; for God sees not as
man sees, for man looks at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart.” From Strong’s
Concordance, we learn that the
heart is the entire disposition of the
inner person that God discerns. It is
where He finds us to be devoted,
totally committed, where we seek
the Lord, and so much more. Do
you purpose to be totally devoted,
committed to, and to seek the Lord
in every area of your heart? This
question is extremely important be-
cause there can be times when the
Lord might ask you to do something
so extraordinary that if your heart is
not in the right condition instead of
saying, Here am |, Lord, you might
say, No, | can’t do that. Think of
Elijah, Mary, Paul, and others from
the Bible. Think of Jesus.

Who are you? Do you know? Possi-
bly your identity is based on who
your family of origin says you are or
who society says you are or you
live the persona of a diagnosis that
the medical community says you
are. But, do you know who God
created you to be? Being secure in
your Christ-like identity is of utmost
importance to being an authentic
Christian. Your identity cannot ebb
and flow with the current of the pre-
senting tide. You must be fully
aware of and understand clearly
that you have vital breath, the
breath of life from God. You have
an eternal soul, your distinct identi-
ty, a unique personhood with which
you have an inherent holy purpose
to fulfill in this dark and fallible
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world. In Christ you are loved, a child of God, re-
deemed, new creation, established, accepted, forgiv-
en, complete, never alone, confirmed, reconciled, fruit
bearer, made right, more than a conqueror, free, and
the identity markers do not stop here. There is not one
person or anything that can mark you like God. Value
who God has created you to be. Value the breath of
life that He has allowed you to have in order to live this
life. Take a deep breath in through your nose and let it
flow out through your mouth. Feel that breath through-
out your body. You see if you do not value the breath
of life God has given you then you will most likely not
be able to sincerely appreciate or value your identity in
Christ. The breath of life is a foundational piece of your
very being. Thank God every day for your breath of
life. Your breath of life is a reminder that you are creat-
ed in the image of God. It is a reminder of the power
and presence of the Holy Spirit in your life. It is a re-
minder of your true identity in Christ.

“The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the
Almighty gives me life.” Job 33:4 Jesus said to him, |
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father but through Me.” John 14:6

The way of Jesus is the way of truth. Through Jesus,
every Christian has been given the Spirit of truth. You
are not to walk in the futility of your mind or to be dark-
ened in your understanding. No, you have been given
a measure of understanding by God so that you do not
have to live any type of pseudo-lifestyle, a life of igno-
rance. Do not allow your heart to be hardened in any
area of your life. Instead, intentionally grow in your
knowledge and understanding of the truth. Open your

heart to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and let Him
lead you in the truth. Take an inventory of your heart to
see where you might not be living in truth according to
God’s standards. Fall in love with God’s truth and
make sure it is stamped on your heart because the
truth of this world can do nothing but fail you. God’s
truth endures forever and will sustain you through any
circumstance that this world can throw your way. Keep
your ears and your heart continuously on God’s truth
always and live the fully authentic life that he has given
you.

“‘And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

Rev. Deanna Stephens has served for the glory of God as a
minister, biblical counselor/discipler, leadership tramer con-
ference  developer,
and biblical teacher |
for over thirty-five
years, including the
past eight years as|
co-Founder and
President of Whole
Heart Believer Minis-
tries. WHB is cur-
rently based in Saint
Johnsbury, Vermont,
serving the local
community and be-
yond. Rev. Stephens
is ordained with RFI|
and serves as a member of the Board of Advisors for Resto-
ration Fellowship International.

MESSIAH IN LIFE

PODCAST

JUSTIN D. ELWELL, TH.D.
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THE AARONIC BLESSIN

“May the Lord bless you and keep
you, may the Lord make His face to
shine upon you and be gracious to
you. May the Lord life up His coun-
tenance upon you and give you
peace” (Num. 6:24-26).

We are faced with fear in this day
and age, seemingly, around every
corner. Whether it is wars, rumors
of wars, disease, ill-
ness, or even death,
we are continually in
the face of fear. During
Jesus’ time, they faced
the same kinds of fears
that we face today; as
Solomon says in Eccle-
siastes, there is nothing
new under the sun (Eccles. 1:9).
The enemy uses the same tricks
and traps to keep us away from the
way, the truth and the life. | want to
share what has been placed on my
heart about Peter and the Aaronic
Blessing, and how we are to walk
in this daily in the face of our fears
(Matt. 14:24-33).

“And in the fourth watch of the night
he came to them, walking on the
sea. But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were

THE NETWORKER

terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!”
and they cried out in fear. But im-
mediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart; it is |. Do not
be afraid.” And Peter answered
him, “Lord, if it is you, command me
to come to you on the water.” He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water
and came to Jesus. But when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and

As the disciples traveled, there was a storm upon the
sea and yet the disciples are not said to have been
fearful until they see Yeshua/Jesus walking on the wa-
ter. Their fear was because they thought He was a
ghost. Then Yeshua said to them to have courage, ‘I
am. Don’t be afraid.” Peter questioned “if it is You,”

beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.” (Matt. 14:25-
30 ESV).

As the disciples traveled, there was
a storm upon the sea and yet the
disciples are not said to have been
fearful until they see Yeshua/Jesus
walking on the water. Their fear
was because they thought He was
a ghost. Then Yeshua said to them
to have courage, “I| am. Don’t be
afraid.” Peter questioned “if it is

AND PETER

PASTOR CHRISTIAN HADLOCK, BSN

You,” command him to come out on
the water. At His word, Peter was
able to walk on the water towards
Yeshua. When he took his eyes off
of Yeshua, and saw the storm sur-
rounding him, he succumbed to the
fear, and he began to sink into the
depths. He cried out for Yeshua to
save him, and Yeshua grabbed him
and lifted him up from the depths.
When he climbed into the boat, and
the storm subsided, Ye-
shua rebuked Peter for
his lack of faith, and he
saw Yeshua for who He
was: the Son of God
(Matt. 14:31-33).

How many times do we
fall into the same situa-
tion that Peter finds himself in?
Whether it's dealing with illness,
disease, suffering or even death,
many times we find ourselves look-
ing to the “storm” and not the Sav-
ior.

Let us go a step further in the story
of Peter and apply the Aaronic
Blessing. When the disciples were
in the boat during the storm, and
saw Jesus walking on the water, He
blessed them by saying the Greek
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word Bapotw/tharseo, which
means to have courage, be of good
cheer (comfort). He proclaimed to
them, “it is I” or “I am” and “be not
afraid.” This was Jesus showing
them that He was keeping them
safe, no matter what circumstances
or trials they were facing. When Pe-
ter spoke to Yeshua, His grace was
upon Peter as he was looking to his
Master for guidance and safety. |
believe when Peter stepped out on-
to the water, he wasn’t looking at
the water, he was looking into the
face of Yeshua. It was when he
took his eyes off of Yeshua and
saw his circumstance, that he be-
gan to sink. The light of His face
that was causing Peter to walk up-
right and holy was replaced by the
darkness of the abyss that was
swallowing him up. Then with His
hand, He grabbed Peter and was
pulled to safety once again in the
light of His face. Yeshua’s counte-
nance was upon Peter and they
entered the boat. The circumstance
had diminished, and they were at
peace. Peter was able to see clear-
ly what he was missing in the mo-
ment he started to go under, the
Son of the Living God. Peter would
have died if not for Yeshua. Our
Savior rescued him from the dark-
ness of the abyss.

When pronouncing the Aaronic
blessing, Rabbi Justin Elwell has
explained that the Lord lifting us up
is like a father with his child raised
above his face. When we experi-
ence this blessing spiritually, we
are looking directly into the eyes of
our Savior and cannot help but
smile. We smile because we are
held up, lifted up in safety by the
loving arms of our Father, the same
arms that pulled Peter to safety.
Yeshua is the Word made flesh and
when the Aaronic blessing was giv-
en, it was always about Yeshua
(Lk. 24:50-51).

Now let's apply this to our lives to-
day. We all have some trial or tribu-
lation that we are enduring. The
wind and waves that some people
are enduring right now can be tu-
multous and seem unending. In the
flesh, we may try to handle things
on our own, and not admit that we
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need help. Yes, for a time you can
try and struggle through this, but
you sink into the water, deeper and
deeper.

Now apply the Aaronic blessing to
your situation. When these circum-
stances arrive, and they will, know
that if you are one of His children,
that you are blessed. He will never
leave you nor forsake you. He is
and will always be keeping you in
the palm of His nailed scarred
hands. No matter what you face,
you are never alone, you are not
abandoned. The same power that
conquered the grave lives within
you. Do not let the waves and
winds distract you from the light of
His face. He is calling you unto
Himself, “Come, to me all who are
weary, and I'll give you rest.”

It is too difficult to bare the weight
of our circumstance, and we are
commanded not to do so. We are to
cast all our cares upon Him, for He
cares for us. We need to stop trying
to limit the power of God moving in
our lives. Remember, we are
blessed, we are kept, the light of
His face is upon us. That light
drowns out the darkness because
when Peter was looking at the light
of Yeshua's face, he didn’t see the
dark abyss beneath him: he was
able walk upon it. It does not matter
what you are going through, His
grace is sufficient for you. Let His
grace fall upon you and your cir-
cumstance, His grace is sufficient
to see you through to the end. Keep
looking into those eyes filled with
fire, and the unquenchable flame
that is set apart and holy. Let Him
pick you up with His strong arms
and feel His countenance fall upon
you. He is lifting you from the cir-
cumstance that you were facing,
because you look to His face, and
not the face of the circumstance.
Then peace that passes all under-
standing will fill the circumstance
with calm, as the wind and the
waves die down in your life.

Let the Prince of Peace comfort you
as a Father does a child who has
been hurt or suffered. He has over-
come your circumstance in the
power of the Cross. Walk in faith
knowing that the One who died for

you is in the circumstance with you,
just as Yeshua was with Peter on
the water.

Pastor Christian Hadlock, and his wife
Nora, live in Central New York State
with their four children, both Chris and
Nora work in the medical field. Current-
ly Christian is working on a Master of
Divinity  de-
gree with
Biblical Life
College and
Seminary.
The Hadlock
family attend !
services at i 7

Messiah 217 10N
Congrega- B s %
tion, where s &m&
Chris  also

plays drums on the worship team.

We need your
support!

To support the work and
ministry of Restoration
Fellowship International,
prayerfully consider giving a
donation of any size — either
to our business address or
PayPal Account.

Thank you!

RESTORATION FELLOWSHIP
INTERNATIONAL
PO Box 5822
Cleveland, TN 37320-5822
www.rfintl5822@gmail.com

If you wish to be added to our
mailing list, please send your
name, address, and/or email
address to
PO Box 5822
Cleveland, TN 37320-5822




7wyet now, brethren, | know that
you did it in ignorance, as did also
your rulers. "® But those things
which God foretold by the mouth of
all His prophets, that the Christ
would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.
'¥ Repent therefore and be convert-
ed, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the
Lord, ?° and that He may send Je-
sus Christ, who was preached to
you before, ?' whom heaven must
receive until the times of restoration
of all things, which God has spoken
by the mouth of all His holy proph-
ets since the world began.
Acts 3:17-21 (NKJV)

God views the temporal dimension
(linear time) differently than we do.
We see in the moment. We may
see the years or decades regarding
the Kingdom of God if we are in-
sightful. However, God sees be-
yond the millennia. The Almighty’s
interaction with His people (both in
ancient Israel and the historical
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THE STRATEGIC NATURE OF THE
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Body of Messiah) is strategic,
measured, and multidimensional.

| used to think that the times of res-
toration began at the beginning of
the Reformation in the 1500s. And
to a certain degree, this perception
was correct. When God touched
the heart of Martin Luther with the
revelation that “the just shall live by
faith,” a restoration process began
that spanned over five hundred
years. As the Church emerged
from one thousand years of spiritual
darkness (also called “The Dark
Ages”), the Holy Spirit went to work
to begin restoring everything that
had been lost through the counter-
measures of the priesthood of dark-
ness that rendered the Church spir-
itually powerless.

My paradigm regarding this super-
natural conflict and restoration pro-
cess was expanded shortly after
publishing my first book, The Shinar
Directive. A series of interviews for
my book found me at the Prophecy
Watchers studio in Oklahoma City.

HELL

K. LAKE, TH.D

.

Ve
4|

After recording several interviews,
Gary Stearman and | enjoyed a cof-
fee and talked shop. We were dis-
cussing our belief in a gap between
Genesis Chapter One Verses 1 and
2 (known theologically as “The Gap
Theory”). In that exchange, Gary
turned to me and said, “Isn’t it
amazing that God’s response to the
rebellion of the angels was to repair
the earth and then create mankind?
In the redemption of mankind, God
would take care of the angelic re-
bellion, sin, and the fall of humani-
ty.” (Please note, this may not be
word for word. | am working from
memory.) It was at that moment
that the light came on in my think-
ing. The restoration of all things
started in Gen. 1:3 and stretches to
the New Heaven and New Earth in
Rev. 21! The seven days of crea-
tion were the beginning of God’s
divine restoration plan.

After the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, the
apostolic leadership realized their
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place in the restoration process.
The apostle Peter informed the
world (and the kingdom of dark-
ness) that Jesus would remain in
Heaven and not return as Messiah
ben David until all things were re-
stored.

God Strategically Restores in
Stages

¥ “Whom will he teach
knowledge?
And whom will he make to un-
derstand the message?
Those just weaned from milk?
Those just drawn from the
breasts?
'% For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept,
Line upon line, line upon line,
Here a little, there a little.”
Isaiah 28:9-10 (NKJV)

I have always enjoyed studying the
prophets of Israel. This fascination
went beyond their prophetic words.
I loved examining the very nature
of the prophets (as well as what
made them prophets). Another
word used in ancient Israel for
prophets was “seers.” At the action
of the Holy Spirit, these men were
enabled by God to hear His voice,
see into the Third Heaven (as well
as the Spirit Realm), and even view
time beyond its linear nature. We
also see this dynamic with the
apostle John in the book of Revela-
tion. John was taken outside of
linear time. Not only did this apos-
tle visually witness the future, but
he interacted with a glorified saint
and confused him with Jesus!

"% And | fell at his feet to wor-
ship him. But he said to me,
"See that you do not do that! |
am your fellow servant, and of
your brethren who have the tes-
timony of Jesus. Worship God!
For the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy."
Revelation 19:10 (NKJV)

There was one ancient prophet of
Israel whose prophetic visions gave
him unique insights into God's na-
ture and how the Almighty interacts
with space-time in this cosmic con-
flict. This prophet’s name was Isai-
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ah. Isaiah’s name in Hebrew is
Yesha'yahu, which means
“Yahweh is salvation.” In Isaiah
Chapter Twenty-Eight, Verses 9
and 10, Isaiah saw the strategic
nature of the restoration progress
(working out His salvation plan)
that the Almighty used to restore all
things. Since God instructed Mo-
ses to begin writing, He has re-
stored divine truth to His creation.
With each precept and line estab-
lished by God, there is a nail driven
into the coffin of the kingdom of
darkness, and a chain is weakened
that enslaves humanity. We see
this concept of line upon line and
precept upon precept, even in de-
veloping the Word of God.

Torah

Writings

Prophets

Gospels

Historical Book of Acts
Epistles

Book of Revelation

It takes the entire Bible and the
truths presented therein to bring
the Body of Messiah to the spiritual
maturity needed to overcome the
final onslaught of the kingdom of
darkness. Agents of darkness
have convinced many segments of
the Church to jettison the Torah of
God or even the entire Old (First)
Testament. The result of this rejec-
tion of divine special revelation is
that the spiritual foundations of
those movements have been de-
stroyed by their flawed theologies.
Error is then compounded with er-
ror until their movements have
been reduced to a powerless reli-
gion.

Moves and Countermoves

We need to remember that in this
supernatural conflict that spans all
three heavens, two diametrically
opposed kingdoms are represent-
ed. Each domain has spiritual
power, members of the elder race
or angels (both faithful and fallen),
and human agents that put feet and
hands to God's plans and the
machinations of the gates of Hell.
When Heaven would move, Hell
would always countermove. As

God works to build His strategic
plan on the earth, there are times of
intense conflict and release of su-
pernatural power. One example
would be God sending a man
named Moses back to the most
powerful nation on the planet at the
time with nothing but His name, a
shepherd’s staff, and anointing him
as an apostle (Moses was the first
apostle in redemptive history). God
would use Moses to bring this na-
tion to its knees, free His people,
and begin the first lines of His spe-
cial revelation to humanity — the
Torah. The second spiritual weap-
on of mass destruction to the ene-
my was the sacrifice of Christ upon
the Cross and the resurrection. It
took several centuries for the king-
dom of darkness to calculate an
effective countermeasure to the
preaching of the Gospel of the
Kingdom.

The Development of the Roman
Catholic Church

For nearly three hundred years, the
primitive Church was filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit and suf-
fered great persecution from the
Roman government. The Ante-
Nicene period was not without con-
troversy. As the Jewish leadership
within the primarily Gentile Church
began to wane, various Greek/
Pagan concepts slowly crept into
Christian thought. In three centu-
ries, a lot of spiritual drift had oc-
curred. Marcion, Origen, and oth-
ers labored to unhinge the Gentile
Church from the Torah and the en-
tire First Testament. Clement of
Alexandria wrote:

"Philosophy has been given to
the Greeks as their own kind of
Covenant, their foundation for
the philosophy of Christ ... the
philosophy of the Greeks ...
contains the basic elements of
that genuine and perfect
knowledge which is higher than
human ... even upon those spir-
itual objects." (Stromata 6. 8)

Later, there was a Roman General
who became the new Emperor of
Rome: his name was Constantine.
According to the historian Theo-
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doret (393-458), Constantine wrote:

“It was, in the first place, de-
clared improper to follow the
custom of the Jews in the cele-
bration of this holy festival, be-
cause, their hands having been
stained with crime, the minds of
these wretched men are neces-
sarily blinded. By rejecting their
custom, we establish and hand
down to succeeding ages one
which is more reasonable. ...
Let us, then, have nothing in
common with the Jews, who are
our adversaries. ... Let us with
one accord walk therein, my
much-honoured brethren, studi-
ously avoiding all contact with
that evil way. They boast that
without their instructions we
should be unable to commemo-
rate the festival properly. This is
the highest pitch of absurdity.
For how can they entertain right
views on any point who, after
having compassed the death of
the Lord, being out of their
minds, are guided not by sound
reason, but by an unrestrained
passion, wherever their innate
madness carries them.”

One of Constantine's titles as the
new Emperor of Rome was Pontifex
Maximus. The pontifex

maximus (Latin for

“supreme pontiff’) was the

chief high priest of the College of
Pontiffs (Collegium Pontificum)

in ancient Rome. This was the most
important position in the ancient
Roman religion . . .” It does not
take much research into the life of
Constantine to realize that he had
confused Christ as another version
of Mithra. As the Pontifex Maximus
over the new state’s version of
Christianity, he unhinged Roman
Catholicism (universalism) from the
First Testament. He proved a thin
Christian veneer for the Mystery
Religions to hide. Inless than a
couple of hundred years, Europe
found itself at the beginning of an
age of darkness that would last one
thousand years.

The Reformation — Why Start
with the Just Shall Live by Faith?
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The Reformation began in the 16™
Century when Martin Luther posted
his 95 theses on the door of his
Church. The Holy Spirit had
touched his heart, and Romans
1:17 exploded with meaning.

' For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to
faith; as it is written, "The just
shall live by faith."

Romans 1:17 (NKJV)

As men and women found faith in
Christ, the Reformation was nothing
short of a revolution. The Refor-
mation was established on five
truths:

Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)

Sola Fide (Faith alone)

Sola Gratia (Grace alone)

Sola Christus (Christ alone)

Soli Deo Gloria (To God be the
glory alone)

The Almighty had established five
precepts of truth that began to drive
back the darkness. The counter-
move of Hell was to persecute and
kill all of those who had discovered
these five truths. Men and women
placed their lives on the line to es-
tablish the Reformation. When Wil-
liam Tyndale translated the Word of
God into English, the Roman
Church hunted him down, tried him
for heresy, and burned him alive at
the stake. The restoration of truth
in this era was costly on a personal
level and cannot be compared to
the Western world today. No one
sat in anonymity behind a keyboard
in cyberspace fighting and bickering
(also called “variance” or “debate”
in the Bible and is considered a
work of the flesh — Rom 1:29) with
other believers over either minor
differences in doctrine or the su-
premacy of their portion of restored
truth. These men and women of
the Reformation suffered torture
and painful deaths to declare that
faith in Christ alone was needed for
salvation and to bring the Word of
God back into the hands of the peo-

ple.

When reading the Reformers' writ-
ings, the honor they gave to the
commandments of God was pro-

found. The commandments of God
revealed and defined the nature of
sin. Understanding the command-
ments produced a need for repent-
ance and opened the door to the
preaching of the Gospel. Today's
Church (including the Hebraic Herit-
age Movement) is indebted to the
devotion and sacrifice of the Re-
formers.

Christ Must Be Preeminent and
the Enemy’s Countermoves

' Now, therefore, you are no
longer strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the
household of God, # having
been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Je-
sus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone, 2! in whom
the whole building, being joined
together, grows into a holy tem-
ple in the Lord, ?* in whom you
also are being built together for
a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (NKJV)

In Ephesians Chapter Two, Verses
19-22, the apostle Paul reveals an
important truth: Jesus is the chief
cornerstone of the Kingdom. The
apostles and prophets he referred
to that established the foundation
were ancient in his day. Hebraical-
ly, the first prophet was Abraham,
and the first apostle (one sent) was
Moses. The Torah, the Writings,
and the Prophets of the First Testa-
ment were the foundational stones
that lined up with the Chief Corner-
stone — Christ. The entire Second
Testament is established on the
foundation of the First.

It has been the duty of those func-
tioning within each restoration
movement of God to ensure that
Jesus remains the Chief Corner-
stone of truth. Any movement or
group that abandons the central
message of Christ is either a coun-
termove of the enemy or a move-
ment that has yielded to the ene-
my's machinations and been de-
railed.

Since the Reformation, God has
been adding line upon line of truth.
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While there was some vigorous
debate among the various groups,
there was also respect. At the turn
of the 20" Century, the enemy
planned its countermove: exclusiv-
ity. Each group that God used to
restore a forgotten truth would
have the seeds of exclusivity sown
among them by members of the
priesthood of darkness. They
would then create their theological
box and judge everyone and eve-
rything by their line or precept of
restored truth. They would be
raised in pride, and then reject all
the lines and precepts of truth that
God established before them.
Their pride causes them to tear up
the foundation that the Almighty
has already established and start
afresh with their selective truth,
which now serves as the corner-
stone (many times replacing
Christ).

| purposely read broadly in my the-
ological/devotional studies. | will
spend time each year reading por-
tions of the Ante-Nicene Fathers,
the Reformers, modern Evangelical
Christian theologians, and even
Jewish scholars, such as Abraham
Heschel. My first goal is to ensure
that Christ remains the chief cor-
nerstone of my theology and practi-
cal doctrines. At the same time, |
want to ensure that | have not
missed a crucial precept or line of
truth that the Holy Spirit labored to
restore in the Body. Because
Heaven moved to restore all these

WARRIOR

DR. MICHAEL LAKE
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truths, they are strategic and critical
for the end-time Church.

Since the beginning of the Refor-
mation, each generation has been
visited by Almighty God to restore
several truths into the collective
consciousness of God’s people.
The Remnant warrior must appreci-
ate and learn those truths to pre-
pare for the days ahead.

Strategically in warfare, the high
ground is where you want to be in a
fight. Low places or valleys can
quickly become killing zones that
provide little protection. Almighty
God has spent thousands of years
since Moses placing the Body of
Messiah on the high ground of re-
stored truth for the final conflict (a
place of great advantage). Howev-
er, if we fall for the tactics of the
enemy by rejecting what God has
so graciously restored, we may find
ourselves in the valleys or worse,
pits of our own making, and be-
come easy prey for the kingdom of
darkness.

Michael K. Lake, Th.D., D.R.E.
Scholar-in-Residence, Strategic Rem-
nant Learning Center
— Biblical Life Assem-
bly, Best-selling Au-
thor of The Shinar
Directive, The Sheeri-
yth Imperative, The
Kingdom Priesthood,
and The Kingdom
Warrior.

The Kingdom Warrior is a
part of the Kingdom Para-
digm Series. It is a training
manual for the remnant to
discover their priesthood,
their purpose, and their
service to Almighty God.

Order your
paperback copy from
Amazon for $25.

T S S22 T

lm‘::~ T

" ,..hu._...»..._

%Av 1’1*:’

'“-~~Wf§ff‘¥n

SBACK.
~HOME

Rediscovering a Biblical Worldview

This book is for you; written for both Chris-
tian and Jew alike, this compilation pro-
vides a modern perspective on rediscover-
ing the Hebraic roots of a Biblically-based
faith.

Dr John A Looper's anthology lays out an
overview of the Bible, rightly divided, as
God's worldview. Taken from a lifetime
love of the Scripture, this framework study
can offer several unsung implements of
instruction you just think you are familiar
with, but you will know by the time you
finish just how relevant they are in today's
challenging society.

Dr. Looper has
served the body of
Messiah since the
days of his youth.
He was fortunate to
have become a part
of an international
movement, which
has defined his ca-
reer. His partner-
ship, with a vision for the restoration of all
things, has been with men and women of
god who are searching for better ways to
communicate the redemptive, prophetic,
restorative, and eschatological truths so
pertinent to this generation. A major part of
this vision is the determination to restore
the Church’s Hebraic roots and heritage
back to the Christian faith. One might say
that we are committed to finding the way
back to the faith once and for all delivered
to the saints, by Finding Our way Back
Home!

REDISCOVER A BIBLICAL
WORLDVIEW!
Order your personal copy through either
AMAZON or directly from John Looper

Ministries at drlooper1@gmail.com for
$24.95 a copy.
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Barbara Allen Gar-
rett was born and
raised in Cleve-
land, Tennessee.
Barbara always
says she was tak-
en to church “nine
months before she
was born” — refer-
ring to the fact that
her parents attend-
ed church regularly dur-
ing the entire pregnan-
cy.

*

[n The

Barbara was reared in
the nurture and ad-
monition by her par-
ents who believe “the
fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.”

Barbara understood from an early
age the importance of living life
through the lens of an ethical
worldview and the commitment to
to a Biblical walk.

The King James Version of the Bi-
ble heavily influenced the core val-
ues on which her foundation of
faith has been laid. She has
learned from and lived out many a
rhema which His Word has provid-
ed.

spotlight

Barbara was
married and has
two grown chil-
dren. She also
has a grandson,
Damion (whom
the local church
has adopted as
its own!)
Barbara has
always gravitat-
ed to participation by
way of service as a
choir member or Sun-
day school teacher,
running sound or visu-
al equipment, from co-
leading training ladies
or prayer ministries to
director of Vacation
Bible School. Each op-
portunity has matured her relation-
ship with God.

4

As a non-traditional student, Barbara
enrolled in college when her children
graduated. After seven years of con-
tinuous study, Barbara graduated
with honors holding a Masters of
Education in teaching and learning.

Currently, Barbara is the Media Co-
ordinator and the Women of Faith
Assistant Leader at Restoration Fel-
lowship Family Worship Center. She
also does Family Training as need-
ed.

MEET SOME OF OUR NEWEST RFI MINISTERS

Pictured is Rev. Bob Lampkin from
North Carolina. Lampkin is a versa-
tile and bi-lingual communicator
with experience in leading diverse
teams and facilitating cross-cultural
dialogue. He is a compassionate
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and empathetic leader who values
the dignity and well-being of every
individual. He is a knowledgeable
and ethical theologian with a strong
foundation in the principles and
practices of Biblical faith traditions.

He is the founder of Hammer Faith
Ministries, leader of two prayer
groups totaling 2,000 people, and
teaching a readership totaling
35,000. He is also a praise team
musician at City Church in Gas-
tonia, NC.

Bob has graduate degrees and cer-
tificates in education as well as bib-
lical languages, and is currently

working on a Master of Divinity De-

gree at Liberty University.

Lampkin is keenly interested in
teaching believers to rebuild learn-
ing and thinking pathways to be in
alignment with first century commu-
nity as the Lord established it.

Bob and his wife Sharon reside in
Gastonia, North Carolina.

Mary Frances Begley is a newly-
ordained RFI minister. Mary and
her husband James live in Windsor,
Virginia.

Mary holds a Bachelor's degree in
Pastoral Leadership and Christian
Education from Maranatha College
of Christian Ministries; Master’s De-
gree in Ministry Leadership from
Southwest Christian University; and
a Master’s Degree in Contracting
from Florida Institute of Technolo-

gy.

She is a doctoral candidate from
Biblical Life College and Seminary
and is a second doctoral candidate
from School of Divinity, Regent Uni-
versity.

Mary also works as a Certified Offi-
cial Court Reporter Verbatim, at the
West Virginia Court of Appeals.

Mary looks forward to fellowship-
ping with believers of like precious
faith.

Welcome to RFI, Mary! We'’re
blessed to have you.
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Rev. Floyd
Spatafore

Rev. Floyd Spatafore, a minis-
ter with RFI, passed away last
month. His obituary is below.

RFI expresses sincere sym-
pathy to his wife, Francene,
over the loss of her husband.

November 4, 1938 -
December 26, 2023

Floyd Spatafore, 85, of Fairmont,
West Virginia, passed away on
Tuesday, December 26, 2023.
Floyd was born on November 4,
1938, the son of the late Floyd

Spatafore and Anna Fazzini
Spatafore.

Floyd is survived by his loving
wife of 62 years, Francine Lee
Amuso Spatafore; children Jen-
nifer (Gerald) Tritle of Spring-
field, OH, and Samuel
(Kathryn) Spatafore of Roun-
drock, TX; sisters Maryann Pi-
zatella of Columbus, OH, and
Cindy (John) Toothman of Mo-
nongah, WV; grandchildren Fa-
ther Jediah Tritle, Josiah Tritle,
Sarah Tritle, Rebecca
Spatafore, and Joshua
Spatafore.

Floyd was preceded in death
by his parents Floyd and Anna
Spatafore.

Floyd Spatafore was a grad-
uate of the Biblical Life Col-
lege and Seminary, and has
a degree in biblical counsel-
ing. He also has a master’s
degree in psychology and a
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration. He
worked for the Department
of Defense, retiring in 1993.
Upon his retirement, he
worked as a licensed profes-
sional, mental health coun-
selor. He was a United Meth-
odist Pastor, and he enjoyed
playing golf, and counsel-

ing.

ORDINATION SERVICE

 God's Land

JOURNEY Q

Join us on a virtual journey to the place
where the Bible and the Land speak for
themselves. Dr. Karl Coke and Anton
Farah, Senior Israeli Guide, take us on a
geographical tour through the most im-
portant Biblical sites in Israel. From
Mount Hermon in the North, to Eilat in
the South. From the Jordan River in the
East, to the Mediterranean Sea in the
West.

See and hear about the places where
Jesus walked, taught and performed
miracles. Learn about the geography,
culture and history of places you have
read about in the Old and New Testa-
ments. Watch the stories come alive as
you follow Dr. Coke through the Land of
the Bible. You will have unlimited ac-
cess to the videos on a monthly
($9.99/mo) or yearly subscription ba-
sis ($99.99), as well as downloadable
detailed site notes for each episode.
You can also purchase individual vid-
eos for only $2.99 each!

Closed-Captioning available on all vide-
os in English, Spanish, Chinese, Hindi
and Tamil.

To subscribe, contact

KCEA
8419 Pine Circle
Charlotte, NC 28215

Bishop Edwin and Juanita Felicie
traveled to New Temple Grove Minis-
try to officiate at the ordinations of
Rev. Maggie Mitchell and Mary
Frances Begley at New Temple
Grove Ministry, pastored by Rev.
Connie McDonald.
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After these things | looked, and be-
hold, a great multitude which no one
could number, of all the nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, stand-
ing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with
palm branches in their hands.

— The Apostle John, Revelation 7:9

The Final In-Gathering

At the outset of the most terrifying
prophetic language found in the can-
on of Scripture, the message of the
Book of Revelation to those believing
is one of encouragement and hope:
the Messiah is in our midst, our Em-
manuel. Still, the unfolding back-
ground imagery is striking: the mighty
voice as of a trumpet/shofar (Rev.
1:10), the Messiah, the menoroth, the
stars, the sealing of the tribes (Rev.
7:1-8), the temple and altar (Rev.
11:1-2), the Ark (Rev. 11:19), Mt. Zion
(Rev. 14:1), and the New Jerusalem
(Rev. 21:2). John does not exclude
Jewish archetypal themes and sym-
bols from his vision, which scholars
date to around 90 CE. If this date is
accepted, then John authored Reve-
lation approximately twenty years af-
ter the destruction of Jerusalem, and
the Holy Temple. Yet, he continues to
employ Jewish language and imagery
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DESTINATION: JERUSALEM

RABBI JUSTIN D. ELWELL, TH.D.

among the elements of this cataclys-
mic prophesy.

The moment depicted in Revelation
7:9, easily overlooked in light of the
alarming and often confusing narra-
tive John is developing, no longer
seems out of place when we consider
closely what he is describing. Pic-
tured in this single verse is the final
feast of ingathering (Deut. 16:16),
Tabernacles, /niagSukkot (Lev. 23:33
-43). Following the sealing of the
144,000 of the children of Israel (Rev.
7:4-8), “who is able to stand” (Rev.
6:17), John envisions the eschatolog-
ical people of God “of all the nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues” dressed
in white robes, waving palm branches
(Lev. 23:40; cf. Jn. 12:13), an ancient
act celebrating victorious rulers,
standing before the throne and the
Lamb. This Johannine prophesy pic-
tures the final feast of ingathering
(Rev. 7:9) as the great harvest of the
chosen (Rev. 14:14-16) standing be-
fore the throne and the Lamb, the
redeemed from every nation, tribe,
people, and tongue. John beholds the
one new man in Yeshua/Jesus, the
Bride of Christ, celebrating a feast of
the Lord, often referred to as “Jewish
feasts,” after the great tribulation
(Rev. 7:14); feasts said to be obso-
lete.

To a Jewish apostle, an expectation
of the redeemed from every nation,
tribe, people, and tongue celebrating
Tabernacles was not prophetically
problematic; rather, it was the fulfill-
ment of a long hoped for promise,
“And it shall come to pass that every-
one who is left of all the nations which
came against Jerusalem shall go up
from year to year to worship the King,
the LORD of hosts, all to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles” (Zech. 14:16;
cf. Zech. 8:22-23; Mic. 4:1-2). This
vision becomes problematic if one
accepts that the Gospel of Messiah,
and those professing faith in Jesus,
have been unhitched from law of Mo-
ses and its obsolete practices.

Yet, this is the commonly held posi-
tion. That the law of Moses, the To-
rah, and all associated with it, includ-
ing the Jewish people, have been set
aside under a new faith paradigm
called the Church. However, this
would beg the question, was John,
the last living apostle when he
penned Revelation, incorrect as to the
theological implications of the Gospel
on Jewish and Gentile identity, soteri-
ology, and the goal of the law of Mo-
ses within the New Covenant faith
paradigm? Revelation, given by the
Father (Rev. 1:1), recorded a time yet
to come. John, directed to record
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“‘what you see” (Rev. 1:11), does so
without the aid, or rather, impediment
of later theological constructs and
biases interfering with the plain mean-
ing of either the prophetic vision, or
the text recorded. It is certain then,
that the eschatological and ecclesio-
logical vision of Revelation 7:9 is set
within the prophetic arc of the feast of
Tabernacles - the final feast of ingath-
ering in the biblical festival cycle, and
the final feast of ingathering at the
end of the age.

Still, we should ask why? This vision
is the summation of the ages, the in-
gathering of the saints, the presenta-
tion of the Bride to the Groom, but
also the fulfillment of two specific
promises. The first to David, as we
read, “When your days are fulfilled
and you rest with your fathers, | will
set up your seed after you, who will
come from your body, and | will es-
tablish his kingdom. He shall build a
house for My name, and | will estab-
lish the throne of his kingdom forev-
er” (Il Sam. 7:12-13; cf. 14-16). David
will see the eternal throne promised
by God established, and the promised
Son set upon it. The second promise
is to Abraham.

A Father of Nations

“Now the LORD had said to Abram:
“Get out of your country, From your
family And from your father’s house,
To a land that | will show you. | will
make you a great nation; | will bless
you And make your name great; And
you shall be a blessing. | will bless
those who bless you, And | will curse
him who curses you; And in you all
the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

In Genesis 17:5 the Lord says to
Abram, “No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham; for | have made you a
father of many nations.” Abram (
(onaxwill now be Abraham ( ,(nnnax
a change of name indicating a
change of nature, purpose and rela-
tionship. Abraham believed the Lord,
as we know from Genesis 15:6, it was
accounted to him for righteousness.
He believed for the promised son,
through whom the multitude of na-
tions would come (Gen. 15:4-5). He
willingly gave unto the Lord this prom-
ised son in whom the promise rested,
Isaac, as a burnt offering, who was
rescued in anticipation of the coming
Lamb (Gen. 8; Jn. 1:29), by the sub-
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stitutionary ram caught in the bush by
its horn, with which the shofar/trumpet
is made (Gen. 22:13; cf. Rev. 1:10).

Abraham was called out from his fa-
ther’s house (Gen. 12:1), and by his
obedient response, not only would the
Lord bless him with a family, then be-
coming a nation, but the Lord would
bless a multitude of peoples from na-
tions called, chosen and adopted by
the same faith demonstrated by Abra-
ham (Gen. 12:2-3). With this adop-
tion, through the Holy Spirit, the spir-
itual sons and daughters of Abraham
from the nations are: “in Christ, then
you are Abraham'’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise” (Gal. 3:29;
cf. Ro. 8:15-17; Gal. 4:5).

The Apostle Paul will utilize the ar-
chetypical figure of Abraham to eluci-
date his theology of Gentile inclusion
in the ecclesia of God in Galatians
(3:6-9) and Romans (4:1-25). He
stresses that it is faith, like that of
Abraham, that confers status in the
household of God, not works (Gal. 3:6
-9; cf. Eph. 2:8-10). Paul then con-
nects the announcing of the Gospel
directly back to the calling of Abra-
ham, “And the Scripture, foreseeing
that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel to Abra-
ham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all
the nations shall be blessed” (Gal.
3:8). Paul expounds on this,

For we say that faith was accounted
to Abraham for righteousness. How
then was it accounted? While he was
circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not
while circumcised, but while uncir-
cumcised. And he received the sign
of circumcision, a seal of the right-
eousness of the faith which he had
while still uncircumcised, that he
might be the father of all those who
believe, though they are uncircum-
cised, that righteousness might be
imputed to them also, and the father
of circumcision to those who not only
are of the circumcision, but who also
walk in the steps of the faith which
our father Abraham had while still un-
circumcised (Ro. 4:10-12).

Abraham believed while in uncircum-
cision. The Lord set a seal in his flesh
as a sign of the covenant in operation
between them. Following Paul’s logic,
Abraham is then father to both the
circumcised and uncircumcised in
faith. The seal, now serving as the
sign of covenant, is the seal of the
Holy Spirit as a pledge knitting togeth-

er the renewed and circumcised heart
of Jewish and Gentile disciples of
Messiah (Eph. 1:13-14). The Spirit of
adoption causing those sealed to cry
out “Abba, Father” as a witness to
heavenly paternity (Ro. 8:15-16), and
to bring forth fruit (Gal. 5:22-23). Fur-
thermore, Paul will conclude in Gala-
tians, “For in Christ Jesus neither cir-
cumcision nor uncircumcision avails
anything - but a new creation” (Gal.
6:15). What will the new creation in
Messiah do? “Circumcision is nothing
and uncircumcision is nothing, but
keeping the commandments of God is
what matters” (I Cor. 7:19; cf. | Cor.
7:17-24, Paul’s rule for all churches).
Is this a denigration, or replacing of
circumcision commanded by God to
the Jewish people? No. Paul recog-
nizes that those renewed in Messiah
keep the commandments of God by
faith, not by circumcision. Faith-
obedience was never based on cir-
cumcision, as we note with Abraham,
but trusting in the Lord. Therefore,
those in Yeshua/Jesus, are accepted
by his faithfulness, and not their flesh.

“Abraham rejoiced to see My day”

The covenant made with Abraham
cascades from Genesis 12:1-3, to
Genesis 15, to Genesis 17 and finally
to Genesis 22. The out-called Hebrew
promised a seed, a nation, and to be
a blessing to nations, believed God
when doubting would have been easi-
er. He put the mark of covenant in his
flesh, and ultimately trusted that the
Lord would resurrect his freely of-
fered, promised son in order to fulfill
the covenant promise of blessing to
the world, to the circumcised and un-
circumcised. How would the Lord re-
new what had been broken? The
Abrahamic covenant was guaranteed
not by the death of Abraham or his
son for covenant breaking; the Lord
promised that He would bear the guilt,
and therefore the death penalty for
the broken covenant, as demonstrat-
ed at the covenant between the por-
tions. It was not Abraham who walked
between the cut animals, but the fiery
presence of God (Gen. 15:17). The
Lamb the Lord provided would bear
the guilt (Gen. 22:8; cf. Ro. 8:1-2),
and by resurrection, he would inaugu-
rate the renewal of faith-obedience in
covenant; not empowered by human
effort, but by the indwelling Holy Spir-
it. By his enablement, those called to
his Son would live the high calling of
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Messiah, to love each other as he has
loved us. By His redemptive work,
Christ refreshed and fulfilled what had
been promised to Abraham, by a new
a living way (Heb. 10:20).

The new inaugurated by Messiah was
the rejuvenation - the refreshing of
vigor - of what the Lord began with
his friend Abraham. Abraham was
glad to see the day of Jesus (Jn.
8:56) as it meant that his descend-
ants would not bear the guilt of bro-
ken covenant; but God himself, in the
person of his Son, would rescue and
restore relationship with his descend-
ants, both natural and spiritual, all
adopted as sons into the household
of the Father in heaven. The fullness
of this prophetic picture, beautifully
depicted in Revelation 7:9, on the
feast of Tabernacles when the Father
and the Lamb make their permanent
tabernacle among their people (Rev.
21:22).

The Great Commission

Eleven Jewish apostles stand upon a
mount in the Galilee (Matt. 28:16). As
Messiah is preparing to ascend into
heaven, He is preparing them to “go
out,” just as the Father called Abra-
ham to go out from the house of his
father. Where would they “go out” to,
and for what?

“Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that | have com-
manded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”
Amen. (Matt. 28:19-20).

The purpose of this global evangelism
would be to disciple those chosen
and called by God to His Son, who
were now being drawn near to Him
(Eph. 2:11-22); gentiles, drawn near
to God, and to His covenants of
promise. This to the religious ear of a
first century Jew seemed impossible.
Yet, this is the power of the Gospel
unto salvation, “to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek” (Ro.1:16). Gen-
tiles, no longer “strangers and for-
eigners” (Eph. 2:19) in Paul’s theolo-
gy, through faith in Jesus, have be-
come part of the household of God,
joined with Jewish believers in the
promise, being knit together “for a
dwelling place of God in the Spir-

it” (Eph. 2:22). Still, the language Paul
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uses can be easily overlooked, as
Gentiles “were aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise” (Eph.
2:12). Gentiles were, but no longer
are strangers to Israel or the cove-
nants, plural, of promise. Paul is not
speaking of Gentiles forming some
new body apart from Israel, but rather
a joining in the commonwealth of the
covenant people of God. Most contro-
versial of all, doing so apart from cir-
cumcision, by grace through faith
(Eph. 2:8), as sons in the pattern of
believing, but yet, uncircumcised
Abraham (Ro. 4:10-12). With this,
Paul and the apostles were entering
uncharted theological territory. Where
do they begin?

“... you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the

earth” (Acts 1:8b). Herein lay the mis-
siological map of the apostles. From
Jerusalem, their base of operations,
they expanded to Judea and through
Samaria, even to the ends of the
earth (Acts 9:31). By the enabling of
the promised Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4),
the apostles would be empowered to
set out on such an audacious mis-
sion. Nevertheless, for the first period
of years after the ascension of Messi-
ah, the apostles in first century Jeru-
salem continued to participate in the
accepted Jewish practices of the
time, to include circumcision of their
sons (Acts 21:21). Continued, and
strong Jewish identity is evidenced in
the life of Peter when he hesitates to
enter the house of Cornelius in Acts
10:28 (Ex. 34:15-16); as it was not
lawful for him to do so under normal
circumstances, for fear of ritual impu-
rity. Yet, having been prepared for
that moment by a vision from heaven
(Acts 10:9-16), Peter then enters to
share the gospel. This has been a
point of criticism by some, arguing
that the apostles were not yet on the
mission of the great commission.
This, however, is not what we find as
we consider the text of Acts.

The house of Cornelius, Acts 10, was
not the first instance of Gentile con-
version apart from circumcision found
in the Book of Acts. While the apos-
tles had yet to embark much past the
historic borders of Israel, they were
making disciples from among the na-
tions, and they did so following the
command of Jesus in Acts 1:8: to be
his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea,

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Luke carefully notes that Philip en-
tered Samaria, a region often avoided
by observant Jews, to proclaim Mes-
siah (Acts 8:5), after the apostles in-
vested years establishing their messi-
anic community in Jerusalem and Ju-
dea. Then, in Acts 8:26-39, Luke rec-
ords an even more radical conversion
resulting from the Gospel being
shared by Philip with an Ethiopian
eunuch. This eunuch had traveled to
Jerusalem to worship, and was con-
fused about Isaiah 53:7-8, a prophetic
text leading to the Lord’s inclusion of
Gentiles and eunuchs in Isaiah 56.
Still, at the time he was in Jerusalem,
as a eunuch, he could not convert to
Judaism (Deut. 23:2, which is a guard
against mutilation of boys), and was
probably turned away from the Holy
Temple. Knowing that he would likely
be turned away in Jerusalem, why
travel there?

He was seeking. When Philip hurried-
ly approached the chariot, he was
faced with someone who was utterly
different than himself: a sexually al-
tered African. Not someone that a
religiously minded Jew would ordinar-
ily chase after. The eunuch could not
become a convert to Judaism, but as
Philip ministered the Gospel of Messi-
ah, beginning at Isaiah 53, he would
minister about the one who was,
“despised and rejected by men,” just
as the eunuch had been rejected.
This eunuch, having forsaken family,
would be given a name “better than
sons and daughters” (Isa. 56:5),
through the suffering servant his
“burnt offerings and sacrifices” would
be accepted (Isa. 56:7) in the House
of Prayer for all peoples (Isa. 56:7).
Luke carefully documents this slow
outward progression of the apostles
to the wider world with the message
of the Good News. They moved as
the Lord provided opening and oppor-
tunity. To do otherwise would be pre-
sumptuous. Even so, while the Gos-
pel was spreading into the nations,
the apostles in Jerusalem were en-
gaged in Jewish life and worship, with
the Temple still in view (Acts 21:17-
25); and as the Gospel spread among
Gentiles in the Roman Empire, it also
penetrated the Jewish Diaspora, as
Luke indicated, largely by the efforts
of Paul.

Paul’s usual practice was to go to the
Jew first and then to the Gentile. Al-
though several of the apostles would
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minister among Gentile populations,
for Paul, this would become his pri-
mary mission field. As he explains in
Galatians, to Peter was given the
ministry of the Gospel to the circumci-
sion, while he received the ministry of
the Gospel among the Gentiles (Gal.
2:7-8). He proclaimed a message of
Messiah that was accessible to Jews
who expected Him (Acts 28:24), while
clear and approachable enough for
Gentiles who needed to hear it (Acts
13:48). Paul was not ashamed of the
message entrusted to him, as he
wrote, “For | am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for
the Greek” (Ro. 1:16).

Strangers No More

The prophets envisioned a time when
the nations would seek the Lord in
Jerusalem, and ten men “from every
language of the nations” would take
hold of the fringes, /ny'xtzitzit, of a
Jewish man and say, “Let us go with
you, for we have heard that God is
with you” (Zech. 8:21-23). Of interest
here is that ten men take hold of the
fringes of the Jewish man’s garment.
The command for fringes, /ny'ytzitzit,
is found in Numbers 15:37-41. ltis
commanded following the testimony
of the ten spies (Num. 13:26-29, 31-
33) who emphasized the obstacles of
entering the Promised Land over the
promises of God, thus leading the
nation into a forty year judgment of
wandering in the wilderness. Ten men
of the nations take hold of the promis-
es of God, when ten men of Israel
denied his promise with its fruit in
their hands (Num. 13:23).

/nxxtzitzit are an affixed reminder on
the garment of a Jew of all that the
Lord has commanded, and promised,
his covenant people, so that His peo-
ple will remember, and do His com-
mandments. In Zechariah, those from
the nations take hold of the fringes,
and therein the remembrance of His
commandments. /ny'wizitzit is from
the root /y'ytzits meaning blossom.
Tzitzit, while translated as fringes,
can be rendered blossoms as well, as
a picture to understand the matura-
tion of His promises in covenant life.
[nxwtzitzit, as a remembrance of His
commands, are as blossoms or po-
tential fruit in the lives of the faithful
that ripen by faith-obedience. The
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fringes served as reminders of the
fruit of God’s Word when mediated
on, and applied (Ps. 1:2-3). Jesus, as
a faithful Jew wore fringes, and peo-
ple reached out and touched them for
healing (Matt. 9:20-21; 14:35-36),
fulfilling the promise of Malachi that
the “Servant of righteousness will
arise with healing in His wings” (Mal.
4:2). The word translated wings, /923
kanaph, can also be translated cor-
ner, to which the fringes, /ny'ytzitzit,
were affixed. How did the Gentile
men “hear” the Lord was with the
Jewish people? The fruit of his pres-
ence.

The indication that the time for the
Gentiles to be included in the re-
demptive plan of God was revealed
by Jesus himself. While he minis-
tered on earth, Jesus focused primar-
ily on the “lost sheep of the house of
Israel” (Matt. 10:5-6; 15:24), as one
might expect; even as Gentile God-
fearers were already involved in the
story of Israel. Yet, after his resurrec-
tion, He directs His apostles to “go
and make disciples of all na-

tions” (Matt. 28:19). This, as we note
in the lives of Peter and Paul, did not
discontinue the messianic mission to
the Jewish people, it extended the
mission to the nations fulfilling pro-
phetic vision (Zech. 8:21-23; cf. Isa.
56:7), while also provoking Jews to
jealousy (Ro. 11:11; cf. Matt. 21:33-
43) with ripening righteous fruit (Matt.
21:43) from the /ny'yizitzit they took
hold of (I Jn. 5:2-3), fruit indicative of
covenant relationship with God
through Messiah; fruit of the Spirit
(Gal. 5:22-23).

Destination: Jerusalem

The Gospel is still reaching to
the ends of the earth, with yet un-
reached people groups in some of
the most remote places on the plan-
et. Even while the great commission
continues to unfold, there is a redi-
rection happening. The Gospel that
went out to the Gentiles, is now
reaching not only the Jewish Diaspo-
ra, but also the modern nation of Is-
rael, even the streets of Jerusalem.
As Messiah said, “And |, if | am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all peo-
ples to Myself’ (Jn. 12:32). Why all
peoples? Once again, the promise
given to Abraham as we have previ-
ously considered. This drawing is not
only for people adopted from among

the nations, but also, as Paul writes,
“my brothers after the flesh” (Ro.
9:3). Paul’s desire and prayer for Is-
rael is her salvation (Ro. 10:1). As
the Gospel has gone out in power, so
it will return to the streets of Jerusa-
lem in power. Why? It is the very
place where the Messiah will once
again set His feet: “Then | looked,
and behold, a Lamb standing on
Mount Zion, and with Him one hun-
dred and forty-four thousand, having
His Father's name written on their
foreheads” (Rev. 14:1). And as the
angels told the disciples on the
Mount of Olives, He would return in
the same way that they saw Him de-
part (Acts 1:10-12). There will be,
however, a remnant faithful in Jeru-
salem to welcome Him.

The testimony of Scripture is
that the Lord will save His remnant
people. The Word of God has not
failed, neither will it fail. The view of
the final in-gathering of Revelation
7:9 assures us that His salvation by
grace through faith in Messiah Ye-
shual/Jesus is still active, effective
and working among the Jewish peo-
ple. To Jerusalem, ,n'7¢ithe city of
peace that has never known peace,
the Prince of Peace will come to es-
tablish an everlasting peace. The
mission started in Jerusalem, and it
will return to Jerusalem: the mission
of His Good News. You are part of
the enduring hope being announced
to Jew and Gentile alike.

For nearly two millennia,
many of the prophetic words regard-
ing Israel seemed unlikely to be ful-
filled. How, and why would Jesus
return to a land the Jewish people
are exiled from? May 14, 1948 was a
date of seismic shifts in theological
and political expectations, when Isra-
el became a nation state once again.
The Lord demonstrated faithfulness
to His promise, even after so many
generations. May we never forget
that Israel is “beloved for the sake of
the fathers.”

Rabbi Justin D. Elwell,
Th.D.
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"He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of
John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, “Yes,

Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep.”
John 2116
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